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In the name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful, and may the blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his companions in entirety
THE ISLAMIC EXISTENCE IN THE TWO AMERICAS BEFORE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
Translated by Amina Iraqi

This is a lecture given by the Professor, the Doctor and martyr Ali Ibn Al-Muntassir El-Kettani, May Allah have mercy upon him, who was the founder of the science of Islamic minorities, and the pioneer of the Islamic da’wa in Europe and America. He gave this lecture during a meeting of “the Kettani Shurafa’ Foundation for Cooperation and Culture” that took place in October, 2000.

In the name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful, and may the blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his companions in entirety

This topic is in fact of great importance and is very fascinating. I had started gaining knowledge about it since I was living in America. In general, history as Americans call it is a story of the rankers, which means that if Europe had not started dominating the world, this story of the European discovery of America by Christopher Columbus would have clearly sounded like a myth. This is because America was not discovered by Christopher Columbus, but was already known by many nations in the world, especially by the Islamic nations. 
I will base this presentation on three books:

The first book is very important and is coming out soon. What I have now is a copy of it from the internet, and it is written in Spanish. It is entitled: “Africa versus America”, and was written by Luisa Isabel Alvarez De Toledo who is the duchess of the city of Sedonia. This duchess belongs to one of the very big Spanish families, and she is still living in her palace located near the city of Sanlúcar de Barrameda which is close to the Guadalquivir (the Great Valley) of Andalusia. The duchess has a library with unique documents generally about the history of Andalusia, and in particular about the Islamic existence in America before Christopher Columbus. This is because the duchess’ grandfathers were governors of Spain, generals in the Spanish army, governors of Andalusia, and admirals of the Spanish navy. Thus, the documents this duchess has are considered to be very important.
The second book is a collection of articles I have co-written with Dr. Mukhtar Mbou with the funding of the Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri. The collection of articles is included in an encyclopedia about the Islamic existence in the world today, of which two folders are about Islam in America. The first article of the encyclopedia was written by Abdullah Hakim Quick, an American Muslim and a professor at the University of Toronto, who has a history of struggle in America. He used to be a member of Black Tigers group and was very famous. He has some documented and very interesting articles about Islam in America before Christopher Columbus.
The third book is entitled: The Melungeons and is very important. It is written in English. This is a title which is not given much attention. It refers to people who are sometimes called: “The White of the Appalachians”, i.e. the Appalachian Mountains in the East of the United States, home of these people also known as the Melungeons. Brent Kennedy is one of these Melungeons and he has written a book about the origins of the Melungeons with the funding of the University of West Virginia. He found out that the Melungeons’ origins are Islamic and that they are from the Andalusians in Portugal, and they still follow some Islamic norms today. One of the most important people of the Melungeons is Abraham Lincoln whose liberation of the slaves indirectly aimed at taking Andalusia’s revenge against the Christians. Hence, history cannot be erased that easily. 
After this fascinating introduction, the following is a summary of the most important points of my lecture:

First: What are the proofs of the Islamic existence in America before Christopher Columbus?

Second: Are there currently any traces of this existence before Christopher Columbus? Or, were they wiped out?  And this question stems from my interest about the future of Islam around the world, which I call: Residual Islam around the World. There exist some entire peoples that are remnants of Islam in different parts of the five continents, which means that it will be easy for Islam to return to them. Here are some examples about America.
After this introduction, I would like to again say that the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus is a blatant lie, given that there are now some thorough proofs that the Scandinavians reached America one thousand years before Christopher Columbus. Toll Hoyer Dalida is an example about that. As you know, this man left the city of Asafi in Morocco in a ship which he aligned with papyrus, and he then easily crossed the ocean toward America. This man proved in this way that the ancient Egyptians have been to America as well.
Thus, there were continuous relations with America both before and after Islam, but especially after Islam by the Islamic peoples. So, the term “discovery” is considered a myth that we were taught and that we in turn teach our children. What I will mention does not get taught to anybody neither in the Islamic schools nor in the other schools, given that most of the remaining documents are now in the West. Unfortunately, we do not have any Arabic documents because our researchers did not research this topic. If they had researched, they would have found. 

For sure, the researcher will find a difficulty in the research given that in the ancient documents, there was no mentioning of the “American continent”. In the past, there was no multiplicity in dividing continents as we do it now. The division was rather made in the past according to climates: the climate of this and the climate of that. When they talk about Africa, they talk about its climate; and they considered America as part of Africa.
I will divide my talk about the Islamic existence in America before Christopher Columbus into two areas:

The first one: from Morocco and Andalusia.

The second one: from the Arab Islamic Africa which is all Islamic of course.
The First Area: Morocco and Andalusia
First, the evidence and traces that exist nowadays in addition to the words and the linguistic effects:

There are a lot of Arabic and Berber words in the language of the American Indians, which cannot exist without an old Arabic and Berber existence there. There is historical evidence that is in old books, both Arabic and non-Arabic; and there are some still existing traces despite the big effort of the Spanish people after Christopher Columbus of wiping out every trace of Islam or Islamic existence in the American continent in order to falsify history.
In the past, Arabs used to call the Atlantic Ocean “the Darkness Ocean” [bahr al-dhouloumat].  If we look at the archeological evidence, we find out that some Kufi writings in Arabic were discovered in South America. So, who took it there? And some treasures having Romanian gold currencies were also discovered: some were Romanian, the others were Islamic. The norm is that if some treasure gets discovered somewhere, the date of the currency’s minting on the treasure gets considered as the date in which the treasure reached that place. This is normal in scientific research. The last discovered currency was in the eighth century, which means that there was an Islamic ferry that reached that place during the eighth century and left its gold there.
Let’s compare what we mentioned which is a very small example out of the huge number of different examples that were written in some of the main Arabic books. For instance, Abu Al Hassan Ali Ibn Al Hussein Al Masudi mentioned in his book Mouroujou Al-Dhahab Wa Maadinou Al-Jawhar], which was written in 956 A.D., that one of the adventurers in Cordoba under the name of Al Khachkhach Ibn Said Ibn Al Aswad crossed “the Darkness Ocean” with a group of companions until he reached the land which is beyond “the Darkness Ocean”. He then returned in the year 889 A.D.  Whoever read this at that time might have considered this author as being a senile person. I have in this context a part of Al Masudi’s talk about Al Khachkhach’s adventure, which I will probably translate to you later.
After coming back from his trip, Al Khachkhach said that he found people in the land which he reached and he described them. Even when Al Masudi drew the world’s map, he drew a land after “the Darkness Ocean” which he called: the Unknown Land. In this way, he drew some land there and did not claim that there is no land after “the Darkness Ocean”, as did the Europeans in their maps and books.
This means that already in the ninth century, Muslims knew that there was some land after “the Darkness Ocean”. It was not India as was claimed by Christopher Columbus, who went to that land, came back, lived, and died believing it to be India. He never thought that he discovered a new land. For this reason, the Europeans very ignorantly still call America “West India” or “Occidental India”.

And we have another historical document in Arab history; it is a story told by Omar Ibn Al-Kutiya about the trip of Ibn Furukh Al Andaloussi in the year 999 A.D. What appears from his speech is that Ibn Furukh did not reach America, but he visited the Canaries in the Atlantic Ocean, and crossed from there to other islands on the Atlantic. He described the people of the Canaries and then went back to Andalusia.
There is another more detailed story than what I stated so far and which we perhaps all know. It is the story of the Sharif Al Idrissi who lived in the twelfth century, between the years 1099 and 1180 A.D. He was from the city of Ceuta and was also a Hamuddi Idrissi Sharif. He was the Geographic scientist who was sent by Roger, the Norman king of Cecilia. Roger was one of the Sicilian kings who were open on Islam, and who did not persecute Muslims when the Normans colonized Cecilia and extracted it from their hands.

He mentioned in his book Al Mamalik Wa Al Massalik, the story of the conceited young people who grouped themselves and left Lisbon with their ships. Lisbon was at that time under the rule of the Muslims. These adventurers crossed “the Darkness Ocean”, and some of them came back and told their stories. They said that they reached a land; they described it and described its kings. What is strange is that they mentioned having found some people there who were speaking Arabic.
The fact that there were people who spoke Arabic there proves that there were so many people that reached that area before them, until its people learned Arabic in order to be translators between these young adventurers and the local kings. This also means that there was an Islamic existence at that time on that land. The description that these adventurers’ gave appears to be similar to the Caribbean Islands’ description like Cuba or Espanola, or the other islands of the ocean.
There are other examples in language and so on. I give some examples in language as well. The Europeans drew a map of America, of which there was a map of Florida in the year 1564 A.D. They mentioned in this map the names of some cities that exist in Andalusia and Morocco. And in order for Arabic names to exist there, it must have definitely been an Arab migration before a minimum of one hundred or two hundred years. For instance, there is the city of Miarca in the map and it is clear that it is a deviation of Mallorca, which is one of the Eastern Islands that are called now as Baleares. Another city is called Kadika and is a deviation of Cadiz in the south of Spain. Another one is called Marco and it is a deviation of Marrakesh, etc. 
The duchess of the city of Sedonia wrote a very interesting book based on her documents, and that was under my encouragement. I discovered a very strange thing during my studies about the Moriscos. What is it? I discovered that there was a conspiracy in Andalusia in 1644 A.D. in order to free it from Spain and to restore the Islamic government in it. Four categories contributed in the conspiracy:

First: the King of Portugal, and that was during the beginning of Portugal’s independence which it had lost when it got defeated in the battle of Wad Al-Makhazin, and it joined Spain. And, in the year 1644 A.D., Portugal regained its independence.
Second: a person from the State of Almeria whose name is Taher Al Hur. The documents did not mention his Christian name. He affiliates himself with Bayt Bani Al Ahmar. He revolted with a group of people.

Third: the Moriscos in Rabat. It is believed in the Moroccan documents that they wanted to cooperate with the Christians, but they in fact wanted to free Andalusia given that they planned to enter the mouth of Guadalquivir with ships and then Occupy Sevilla. 
Fourth: and this is our witness: the Duke of the city of Sedonia who used to be the governor on behalf of the king of Spain over the area of Andalusia. So, how would the duke of Sedonia who is the Christian authority over Andalusia conspire to free Andalusia? I did not understand that!!! So, when I met the current duchess of Sedonia, she invited me to her palace near the city of Sanlúcar de Barrameda which is also very close to the mouth of Guadalquivir. When I asked her: what was the reason behind that? Her reply was stranger than I expected. She answered: “This is obvious. It is because our origin, i.e. the duke of the city of Sedonia’s family, is Muslim. More than that, we were Muslims in secret”. She added: “Come and I will show you. Inside this palace, I was striking a wall and after it fell down I found beneath it a mosque”. Indeed, I prayed in that mosque inside the palace. So that Duke, May Allah have mercy upon him, made huge efforts to free Andalusia.
The importance of the duchess of the city of Sedonia lies in the fact that she has a prestigious library full of documents that date back to three hundred, four hundred and five hundred years, including the documents of South America! The duchess is also important because she has the evidence about the Islamic existence of Islam in America four hundred years before Christopher Columbus. The duchess, who is around seventy years old, informed me that she is afraid that her documents get stolen or wiped out after she dies. She says that there is no trust in the Christians of Spain even today. She also says: “Until today, they wipe out the historical documents that are against their historical myths that they want to convince people with”. I told her: “Write a book and put these documents in it”. So, that was the main reason behind writing her book, whose title is: “From Africa to America”. It is a wonderful documentary book, supported with the documents that they have in the library of the duchess of the city of Sedonia. This book has just been released this month (the end of 2000). It should be translated into Arabic, and into other languages, as it is originally in Spanish.

One of the important things that we do not know, dear Moroccans, is that Yassine the father of Abdallah Ibn Yassine, who was the founder of the Almoravid State, has crossed the Atlantic Ocean and went to the areas of North Brazil and Guinea and spread Islam there. He went there with groups of his followers and he founded a big area that was under the rule of the Almoravid State. This means that the Almoravid state was not only in North Africa, Andalusia and Portugal, but was also in what is called today as North Brazil and Guinea. This is demonstrated in the documents that this duchess has.
Actually, there exist until now some cities and villages in those areas, and they are called: Fes, Marrakesh, Tilimsan, Sale, etc. I used to believe that these names were brought by the Spanish explorers. But the duchess told me: “No, these names existed before the coming of the Spanish. It used to exist since the existence of Muslims four hundred years before Christopher Columbus”.

So, generally and very concisely, there were continuous relations between Morocco and Andalusia and what is today called America. And according to many knowledgeable people either from the Spanish side or the American side, it is believed that Islam was spread in North and South America even before Christopher Columbus. The first thing that the Conquistadors did, i.e. the Christians Spanish, is to pursue their attack on Islam in Andalusia and to wipe out all the documents that prove any Islamic existence in that continent.
They could not destroy everything despite this huge effort.
The Second Area: The Relationship of the Ottoman State and Africa with America
We will now look at the relationship of the Ottoman State with America before Christopher Columbus, and then I will conclude by stating the relationship of the Islamic Monarchies of Western Africa with America before Christopher Columbus.
A map of the Atlantic Ocean was discovered in the year 1929 A.D. It was drawn by Pere Muhyi Addin Rais who was the President of the Ottoman navy at that time in the Hijri year 919 which means around 1510-1515 A.D. This map exists now, but the strange thing is that it gives a map of American beaches in a very detailed way that was certainly unknown at that time. He described not only the beaches, but also mentioned some rivers and places that the Europeans did not discover until the years 1540-1560 A.D. This means, as Pere Rais himself mentioned, that this map was based on ninety maps that belonged to him and to the Andalusian and Moroccan sailors that came before him. So even the Muslims who came before him knew for sure those areas and knew its names before the Europeans did.
One of the proofs in this map about their much bigger advancement over the Europeans concerning their knowledge of the American continent is that they showed some islands in the Atlantic Ocean which the Europeans did not know about. These include: Cap Verde, Madeira, Azure Islands, and the Canary Islands in detail which we used to call “Al Juzur Al Khalidat”. What is also strange is that he mentioned in details the Andes Mountains, which are the Chile Mountains located west of the South American continent, and which the Europeans did not reach until 1527 A.D. He also showed some rivers in Colombia, and the Amazon River in details and as well as their mouths which were not known by the Europeans nor were they included in their maps. He really showed the Amazon River in details when he drew on its mouth an island today called “Marajo”. The latter is included now in the current map and the Europeans did not reach it until the end of the sixteenth century.
In addition, there is a map that belongs to the Hajj Ahmad Al Othmani in the year 1559 A.D. The map reflects as well a clear knowledge about the American continent better than the European knowledge. The truth is that the Europeans in the sixteenth century greatly feared that the Ottoman state would occupy America and would expel them from it. It is worth stating that the Islamic existence was still in Spain in the sixteenth century. The Moriscos were still persecuted and fought against but were still resisting.
As far as the Africans are concerned, Toll Hoyer Dalida in the year 1969 A.D. started a trip from the Moroccan city of Assafi to the Caribbean Ocean. He showed through his trip the probability that the Ancient Egyptians had sailed to America. Why? It was because they found a big similarity between the Aztec civilization and the Egyptian civilization.
Actually, it seems that the first Western African Muslims who crossed the ocean were from the kingdom of Mali. Shihab Addin Al Omari mentioned in the book, entitled: Massalik Al Abssar Wa Mamalik Al Amssar, that the ruler of Mali was from Samusa (an unclear word). On his way to pilgrimage in 1327 A.D., this ruler started distributing gold until the price of gold decreased in Egypt as a result. He also said that his ancestor created two hundred ships, crossed the Atlantic to the other side, and deputed the rule of Mali to him. But when his ancestor never came back, this pilgrim stayed in power.
Some writings were found in Peru, Brazil, and South the United States and all these writings prove the African existence. The writings were either with African scripts in the Mandinka language, which is the language of Muslim people nowadays who are called Fulani, or in Arabic Kufi scripts. The Mandinka language had some lasting effects on the American Indians up to the present. 

And the truth is that the Mandinka people were spread from the Caribbean Ocean to the North and South of the Americas. There also still exist some Indian tribes that write with the Mandinka script.

Did Spanish people blur all the Islamic existence and the Mandinka existence and all their effects?! That’s too much and impossible. If we go back to the writings of the first European discoverers including Christopher Columbus, we find that they did mention the Islamic existence in America.

For instance, there is a book called Africa and the Discovery of America that was written in 1920 A.D. by Leo Wiener, a professor at Harvard University. The author says that Christopher Columbus was completely aware of the Islamic existence in America. He also emphasized the agricultural, linguistic and cultural evidences about this fact. He also added that the Mandinka in particular were spread in Middle and North America, and got married among two tribes of the American Indians which are: Iroquois and Algonquin in North America. The Mandinka were also spread in the Caribbean Ocean in South America and towards the North until they reached some parts in Canada.
Even Christopher Columbus himself mentioned that he found Africans in America, and thought they were from the aborigines. However, there are no Negro aborigines in America. From where did they come? 
A French writer, Jules Cauvet, mentioned in his book entitled Les Bérbère en Amérique that there was a tribe under the name of Almamy that used to live in America. Almamy is a well-know word in Western Africa meaning the imam, which refers to the Muslim leaders. This writer also mentioned that the majority of the Almamies were in Honduras in Central America before Christopher Columbus.

Also, Manuel Irrosko Iberra mentioned in his book Historia Antigua de La Conquesta de Mexico, i.e. the old history of the occupation of Mexico, that mid-America and particularly Brazil were colonies of black peoples who came from Africa and who got spread in mid-America and in North and South America.
The monk Fransisco Carsis discovered in the year 1775 A.D. a black tribe mixed with American Indians in New Mexico in the United States. He also discovered some statues that clearly appear from the map to belong to the blacks. Given that there are no blacks in America, it means that these people were coming from Africa.
In addition to all that he stated, there are traces of the African Islamic existence in America. The following are two important examples: the African gold trade and the cotton trade before Columbus. It is well-known that the trade with Morocco and Africa was all in the form of gold trade through the Sahara (the desert). A man called Sidi
 Moulay Ahmad Al Dhahabi Al-Saadi -whom I don’t really like- crossed the Sahara in his way to Timbuktu in order to hit a poor Islamic state with the intention of stealing its gold and stopping Moroccans’ requests of freeing the Moriscos in Andalusia.
It is easy to know where the African gold was, given that it has the following characteristics:

For each 32 portion of gold, there is 18 of gold, 6 of silver, and 8 from copper. This composition of gold reflects that its origin was African, especially since the 13th century. American Indians in America were found to have this type of gold.
However, there is more evidence than that about gold. There is linguistic evidence as well as the evidence of some witnesses.

Linguistic evidence: the words in the Arabic language or African languages that refer to money are similar to the words that are used by the American Indian tribes. These words could not have come through the Spanish or European invasions. For instance, the words “richness”[ghina], “rich”[ghaniy], and “booty”[ghanima] in Arabic, became Guani in the language of American Indians. Guani refers to gold. Another example is a word that sounds like money [nuqud], pure [naqia], and copper [nuhas] and which became in their language as Nikay with the meaning of gold jewelry. Also, the word gold dust [al-tibr] changed into “tube”, i.e. gold. This is in addition to some titles of one of their kings. Therefore, all these Arab words could not have reached them without an Arab presence there.
Cotton trade is also important because there was no cotton in America. It rather came from Western Africa. Columbus himself showed his surprise in his writings when he said that the American Indians wear some cotton clothes similar to the one that Muslim women in Granada wear. The son of Columbus also stressed this fact.
There is a strange matter that I will develop later by God’s grace. There is a tribe existing now in Central America under the name of Galifona. The people in this tribe are in Guatemala and they are called as the Black American Indians, given that they are American Indians but they are black. These people are what remain of the Muslims of Mandinka who were living there. They still follow a lot of Islamic norms. I will talk about this when I will deal with those who remain from these people. What happened to them and what was their destiny?

Meira Mos mentioned in an article in the Daily Clarion newspaper in the year 1946 A.D. in Belize, which is one of the small republics in Central America, that when Christopher Columbus discovered Western India , i.e. the Caribbean Ocean in the year 1493 A.D., he found  some white people with thick hear under the name of Caribe. These Caribe were farmers and fishermen in the ocean. They were unified and peaceful people who hated abuse and violence. They had Islam as a religion and Arabic as a language. This is what this author said.
We, at school, are not taught these things. We are told that the Caribe lived and are now extinct. They did not become extinct but they were rather exterminated! They were exterminated! And these islands are still called today as the Caribbean in the Caribbean Ocean. The islands were named after these people.
Those who survived because they mingled with the American Indians are the Galifona who still exist in Central America. No doubt that their origins are Islamic given that they still follow many Islamic norms.

Where are these people now?

A lot of Muslim youth created relations with the Galifona many of whom reconverted to Islam. There appeared many mosques in those beaches among the Galifona.

On the other hand, the Melungeons who were immigrants from Portugal at the beginning of the 16th century fled the Inquisitions in Brazil. So when the Portuguese occupied Brazil they were followed by the Inquisitions. Thus, they rode their ships and escaped to North America before the British reached it and mingled with the American Indian tribes. However, when the British returned, they treated the Melungeons in the same way they treated the American Indians: they created genocide. The Melungeons therefore escaped to the Appalachian Mountains.

One of these Melungeons who was called Brent Kennedy took funding from West Virginia University in order to study the origins of these tribes. He started by studying the Melungeons’ norms and he then discovered that -as I mentioned- their origins are Andalusian Muslim. It is strange how history is frightening, given that any people who get persecuted get to avenge themselves in some way:

One of the presidents of the United States who is a descendent from these people is Abraham Lincoln. Please have a look at his picture and at the picture of one of the Melungeons. He looks like them. Thus, it seems that his liberation of the black people is like a liberation to himself. He avenged in this way against the white Christians.
Also, the person who offered me this book is himself from these origins. He is a professor at the University of Toronto, and he belongs to the Melungeons’ origins from one side and to the Negroes from the other.

The conclusion that I wanted to express after this introduction, through which I only wanted to incite your thoughts, is that unfortunately we the Moroccans have a shortage in this domain. This is despite the fact that we are the people concerned with it, i.e. with this movement towards South America. We have a big shortage in research about this domain in our universities. How could we search in our heritage about this issue? We certainly have documents about that. Of course it will not be called America because there was nothing called America at that time. It had a different name at that time. What is it exactly? We do not know. But we could have looked in our documents in order to know about this relation that linked us with North America and South America before Christopher Columbus.
The second topic is that generally, and with history in particular, we have to rely on ourselves in order to know our roots. I personally remember that when I was young I was taught in French school that Arabs do not have a history. They taught us this in order to destroy us. This is because the people who do not have a history do not have an identity, and therefore have lost their historical memory. Without that my father used to alert me that our history is such and such, and that our community had so many points of pride, I would have grown up having awful inferiorities. 

One of the strong weapons of the arrogant nations who want to wipe out the existence of the other weakened nations is the distortion of history. For this reason, it is a shame if we ever rely on Western documents in order to discover our history, the history of Islam, and the history of Moroccans, etc. Anyway, praise be to Allah for the survival of Islamic effects in the West thanks to the duchess of the city of Sedonia and Brent Kennedy for instance. The duchess showed her documents and proved the Islamic existence for 400 and 500 years in South America before Christopher Columbus. Also, Brent Kennedy came to prove that a whole nation from North America is from Islamic origins. 
With these words I would like to recommend one thing: it is our obligation to create links with those people and revive research in this domain. I say this and I ask forgiveness from Allah to me and you. Peace be to you together with God’s mercy and God’s blessings.
This valuable lecture has ended and we will move now to the interventions of the other participants:

The intervention of the president of this meeting, Dr. Oussama Ibn Nasser El Kettani

Thank you Dr. Sidi Ali for this live resource of rich information about a very rare topic.  I will leave the floor for the first participant Uncle Moulay Idriss.
The Participation of the Erudite Dr. Idriss Ibn Sheikh Mohamed Ibn Jaafar El Kettani

In the name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful, and may the blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his companions in entirety.

It is unfortunate that I did not attend the lecture since its beginning, but I had discussed this topic with Moulay Ali many times. I was truly impressed with his interest about this topic and his follow up to all the references and sources that help reveal more about it. This is because this area is almost unknown for Moroccan people and for the entire Arab world as well as for the universities and for history and geography departments. As you know, in his book called Sulwa,  his History of Moulay Idriss and in his other books, my father (May Allah have mercy on him) as well as other Moroccans all were regretful of the fact that the Moroccans and their historians in particular do not consider the writing of history. This is an old shortage. It is very unfortunate that this shortage increased during the time of independence and the creation of universities and history and geography departments.
Since twenty years ago, I have been wondering and asking about what the professors of the history and geography department have written given that they were specialists. What did they revive? What did they publish, at least about the history of Morocco? On the other hand, we find Middle Eastern professors, Syrians, Egyptians and Palestinians, who came to Morocco only as professors or visitors and who were impressed with it and wrote books about the Almouravids and Almouwahids and about the history of Morocco. But the official professors who are in the universities and colleges truly neglected that. Many Middle Easterners, both from Embassies or from the Islamists, ask me to give them a concise history of Morocco which is organized and analyzed. But when I try to find these books, I just come across some poor history textbooks. I do not find any rewriting of history by Moroccans.
In short, I consider it as being very fortunate that one of the Kettani Shurafa’s erudite men and researchers got interested in this topic. Thus, I suggest that this lecture be written in a booklet, and that we organize a scientific and historical symposium in one of the big halls or in the Center of Islamic Thought. But the latter has a small room! We can also invite the journalists and ambassadors who are mastering this topic, as well as the professors of History departments in Rabat and Casablanca, at least because they are close. Also, we should invite some of the interested people in the commissions of the Islamic Movement in order to make a presentation about all these documents, to facilitate defining this history to journalists so that they publish it, and to raise the interest of Moroccan history professors about it. The professors in the University in Tetouan and the North of Morocco as well as the people who are interested in the history of Andalusia should also be invited.
It is perhaps very fortunate that the Kettani Family Foundation had the precedence in presenting this topic which deserves such precedence, so that all the members of the family, the intellectuals and the erudite men know about it. This would also enable them to participate in this cultural and scientific symposium when they organize it as soon as possible once the booklet is ready.

Dr. Omar Ibn Idriss El Kettani’s Lecture

I too thank Sidi Ali about this valuable presentation and about this information which we are in fact privileged to know -I believe- at the international level. This topic is new at all levels.
In my view, it is crucial to create a research cell because this topic is very big and very important. Why not create a research cell with the help of interested university professors from Spain and Latin America who can all cooperate to reveal the data, the information, and the documents? [Dr. Ali says: and North America as well]. There is no doubt that it will attract the interest and curiosity of researchers even if they are not Muslims.

If original data do exist, it means that there are still some undiscovered data. There is no doubt that fair researchers and historians, even from Latin America, will be interested in this because there is no doubt that fair researchers exist in the universities of these countries.
It is possible to discover the Islamic communities in these countries and to create some relations with them, either through the internet or in other ways, and to create a research cell about this topic.

And even in the United States there are people who can conduct research in this area, especially because the new topic in scientific research is the relationship of the American Indians to the Muslim tribes and the relationship of the Africans as well to the African Muslims in the American continent. This tripartite discussion is very important and will certainly raise many units of research.

At the level of Morocco, my question is: Did the Arabic documents that still exist not prominently mention these explorations that crossed “the Darkness Ocean”, and therefore such explorations stayed unknown or almost unknown? Why did these documents that exist in the Arab world not raise this issue that we talked about? Was there any destruction of these documents from Andalusia which consequently prevented it to spread in the other Arab countries? And this is a big possibility because most of the documents that exist in this context have been destroyed in Andalusia. Only crumbs of these reached the Arab world.
However, the level of this discovery was not echoed in the Arab world. I wonder what are the reasons and possibilities that hide any trace of this big discovery, especially with the existence of many centuries of relations with the Africans and the North Africans as well, even if the name of Latin America was not known at that time? This is my question.
The Intervention of Dr. Nouzha Ibn El Khayat Al-Zoukari

In fact, in addition to what Sidi Omar and Uncle Moulay Idriss mentioned about the importance of organizing a symposium at the national level and creating a research cell in this domain, I believe that there are many research cells in the domains and history of the “Moro”, and these exist in Tunisia and Morocco. I know the group which conducts this research. A website is supposed to be created, as Sidi Omar mentioned. We only need to start and to announce the existence of a group interested in this topic so that all the people interested in it contact this website in the scope of only 24 hours or 48 hours.
So, a research cell and a website should be created in addition to organizing an international symposium. While the research cell is being created, we should work on organizing an international symposium and invite people at the international level, especially people from the institutes of Islamic studies. We all know that the institutes of Islamic studies -those in Germany in particular- group objective people. Of course, there might be people who are lovers of Islam or so but are known only by the other races, like the French who are kind of objective.
Thus, I have no doubt that if this kind of institutes get involved, it will render this topic active. To recapitulate, we should organize a symposium both at the level of Morocco and at the international level, create a website in which some interested figures from Morocco will emerge and show us who they are, and we should also give a summary of what was said now. What Dr. Ali mentioned can be written in two pages and be given as a first step that will bring the people who are interested in this topic from all over the world. Thank you.

The Intervention of Dr. Hamza Ibn Ali El Kettani

I thank my father the lecturer and doctor for the information, and we also thank the intervening professors. I have some minor things to add:
I read in the year 1994 a research that was written by Dr. Ali Marwa who is a Lebanese researcher teaching in some universities in New York. He conducted this research on the 500th anniversary of the discovery of America as claimed by the West. The research is in ten pages written in English. The idea of this research is that Christopher Columbus was not the first one who discovered America, but rather the Muslims who came before him since the eighth century A.D. One of the additions he gave were some arguments he copied from the book Mourouj Al Dhahab written by Al Masudi, and which call for relations among the Islamic kingdoms in mid-Africa and among the Muslims in North America and South America.

He also copied some Islamic traces from Christopher Columbus’ trip, which he wrote after coming back, as well as some Islamic milestones which he saw. One of these milestones was that when Christopher Columbus reached Cuba, he found a mosque built on one of the hills, and he described that mosque. This proves that even in their books, the Westerners themselves found this fact as being common.
What is also interesting in this research is that he quoted from thirty references most of which or around 90 % of which were written in America and Europe. One of these references was an article in some Western newspapers which says: “Columbus, you are not the first one who discovered America”. The article also dictated the existence of Islamic universities in North America before Columbus. This piece of information makes us wonder what scientific, jurisprudential, historical and doctrinal heritage these universities produced.  And where is this heritage?
And one of the interesting things is that most of the slaves, who suffered a lot after the 15th century A.D. - when the Crusade started against the Muslim kingdoms in Africa- and who were deported to North and South America, were Muslims. They were about 84 % many of whom were erudite men and poets. There exist now many associations which gather the hidden heritage that they found and which was from what those slaves wrote. Part of the heritage was poetry and religious writings. We have some pictures of manuscripts from Brazil which were written with the Arabic, Kufi, and African script.
I hope that this domain of the American crusades against the Muslims in Africa be researched as well, either within or outside the association.
The Intervention of Dr. El Mehdi Lehlou

I support the suggestion of Moulay Idriss and the people who talked after him, and this will increase your task, Dr. Ali, because what you mentioned to us is a supposition. When you say that the Arabs discovered America 600 years before Christopher Columbus [Dr. Ali says: Excuse me, please remove the word “discovered” from your speech. I only said: existed]. Yes, I mean that they existed.

But I would like to ask you for some more arguments so that your talk carries strong margins:

-My first question is: Who was the first among the Arabs who went to America? How did he go? When? How did Islam spread in America? This is because your talk was based on the fact that finding a trace is a proof. 
-How were Christopher Columbus and the people from Europe who came at the end of the 15th century able to wipe out the Islamic existence? And especially now after 1492 A.D.? This is what I believe to be the important question because it does not only refer us to this history, but also to the future. I believe the future in some cases to be more important than the past, despite the fact that knowledge of history is important because it is the basis for our future.
History is actually important. It was mentioned that this man came and discovered America –allegedly- in the year 1492 A.D. Then came the European population in the North and in the South in the mid 18th century, and during a period of two centuries this continent was created as the strongest political, economic, strategic and military power at the international level.
How come that we, the first Islamic and Arab countries, we had potential, and we were one of the first people to go to that continent in between the 8th and 15th centuries, how did we completely abandon any existence we had in that area, and allow Europe to control the world starting from that? I believe this to be more important given that history gives us the problematic thing that we- as Arabs and Muslims- were one of the first to discover that continent before we started being dependent in any way on them today.
The Intervention of Dr. Najib Ibn Mohamed El Fatimi El Kettani

Actually, this is an interesting, fascinating, and valuable presentation by Dr. Sidi Ali. I agree with him because this is actually something we do not know and we are surprised to hear. Given our surprise, mostly all Moroccans or the people at the international level will also find it surprising if there was a symposium and lecture in this regard.

But what I would like to add is that: Will it be possible for us –in this association- to conduct a scholarly activity and organize a lecture or many lectures and invite the author of this book [Dr. Ali: yes, yes], despite her old age? [Dr. Ali: Yes and the author of the article can also come]. Yes, in order to enrich this topic. The fact that she wrote this book means that she did a lot of research in this domain. She can help -especially that she is European and a foreigner- [Dr. Ali: yes, and she speaks French fluently]. Yes, I think that what they mentioned can happen. The idea of creating a website is very interesting because it makes us generalize this topic, and does not make it limited to the national or local levels. It rather starts having a famous international echo. Thank you.
The intervention of Professor Abd El Kamel Ibn Tayyeb El Kettani

Thank you my cousin Dr. Sidi Ali for this pleasant conversation which added to our historical knowledge some interesting information in a domain that we perhaps completely ignored, although your father Sidi Al Mountassir -May Allah’s grace be upon him- since many years ago was passionate about this topic. I remember that he wrote about it in some Eastern and Western magazines and also talked about the conceited youth in his gatherings.

This is a start that used to entice many researchers and erudite Muslims as a compensation for the loss of Muslims’ good standing in the world today. Regardless of this emotional side, there is a scientific side which should take the path that is usually taken by all research. It is far from the journalese matters and the symposia matters. The scientific truths do not get spread through the press or internet or through propaganda because these are modern ways used to promote a political idea or to sell a product and so on.
The scientific matters {while that which is for the good of mankind remains on the earth (Qur’an, the Thunder, V.17)}, the scientific truths cannot be exterminated, neither by the internet nor by the other things. The internet is a passing wave after which will come more important waves and discoveries that will bewilder the world, as is expected by the scientists.

Let’s go back to the topic of history: there is a true history and a fake one. There are a lot of historical truths that nobody knew about. The history that we know of is the one that is studied by the erudite people. History is in the hands of whom? It is in the hands of the authority. The history that we know is the official history. There are so many things that we live in today, that we witnessed and that we knew about in a few years: Each person is 50 years old, 30, 40 years old. Thus, there are some historical truths of which you do not find any echo neither in the press, nor in the media, the internet, or history. But what remained is the official history which is written by the promoters who are cautious about transforming that history and displaying it to the world as being fixed and continuous truths.
For this reason, there was no interest behind the issue of Muslims’ existence in America as well as the existence of non-Muslims there before the Pharaohs. There was no authority or an encouraging official history behind them. Thus, Christopher Columbus’ issue was proven because there was an authority behind him, and he was funded as well. He himself did not know that he was going to discover America. He had an official political mission in order to write a new history, and he did.

We have to see how we would like to look at Dr. Ali’s research. Do we want to have a scientific, historical, or political history? We are not interested in political history as we are not politicians, not authoritarians, not Moroccans, not Andalusians or Spanish or so. It is in the benefit of owners of history and the owners of authority to have the means of writing history. In our case, if we would like to proceed as erudite people, we have to follow what this Spanish duchess did when she wrote this book and funded it in her calm way. We as well are interested in following her technique. We can put our research in the scientific market and let the erudite people then decide over our research.
The comments of the lecturer Dr. Ali El Kettani

In fact, my personal interest in the history of the Islamic existence in the American continent or other continents supports the future of the Islamic existence in the American continent. I will provide some information which resulted in the presentation that I gave:
There was an Iraqi friend who brought me a manuscript in Arabic which he found in Germany, given that he knows how interested I am in America and the Islam in America. The manuscript has 120 pages with beautiful Arabic Middle Eastern handwriting. It was written by a man called: Al Baghdadi, who was the leader of the Ottoman navy in Istanbul. He is originally from Baghdad, but was living in Syria and was appointed as leader of the Ottoman navy. This man left Istanbul towards Al Bassra in a naval mission. Of course at that time the Suez Canal did not yet exist. So in order to go from Istanbul to Al Bassra through the ocean, he had to cross the Mediterranean Ocean and pass through Gibraltar and the Atlantic. On his way back, he had to pass by the Cape of Good Hope to the Indian Ocean, then to the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Gulf to finally reach Al Bassra.
When they reached the Atlantic, the sea tides pushed them to Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. He mentioned in his fascinating book that when he went from the street to his ship, some people were telling him “assalam alaykum” (an expression of greeting among Muslims). He thought they were mocking him. And in a long story he says that he discovered a secret Islamic group of people, and decided to stay with them. So he lived among them for one year, and was travelling from one country to another. He named this country and gave details about the way of life of these secret Islamic groups.
I gave this book to one of my students in the Islamic university Ibn Ruchd in Cordoba for her B.A. preparation. She translated it from Arabic into Spanish, and she was Portuguese. She promised she would translate it into Portuguese.

This means that this Islamic existence remained continuous and was not exterminated. Thank God, I was successful in making some contributions in this domain in the area of North Brazil and Guinea which was under the rule of the Almouravid State and which had two independent states apart from Brazil, namely: Surinam and Guyana. Guyana was English while Surinam was Dutch. The French Guyana is still today a French colony. So my contribution was that I could convince two of them to become members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference. Trinidad will also join soon. Surinam has only 35 % of Muslims. I made Guyana too become a member in the Organization of the Islamic Conference. There is a possibility that three or four other countries from that area join the organization of the Islamic conference.
This area showed love for Islam. There was a newly released book in Guyana, and I had a look at it. It is entitled: Deep Roots. It talks about the existence of Africans in America before Christopher Columbus. What I would like to note is that there are a lot of people who are excited about this matter. The duchess herself is ready to give a section of her palace to create a school concerned with the relations between Andalusia and South America before Christopher Columbus.
What I would like to mention is that the problem we have is one of scientific research, either in engineering or in history. Scientific research is unfortunately weak in our country. Perhaps the reason behind this is our lack of self confidence in ourselves. We think that it is hard to research such difficult and dangerous domains because people would laugh at us or because we could be wrong, etc.
The Americans and Europeans, however, and especially the Americans, researched this topic. I can write a list of twenty books which were written about this topic. Now there is a heritage in English language and other languages. So why don’t we, the Arabs, write? I don’t know, I don’t know!
There are a lot of signs in our heritage some of which I mentioned in this lecture like Mourouj Al Dhahab,  At the Charif’s Iddrissi, etc. If we make students research this heritage, they will find it. This is because many places which we read about as being in Africa are in reality not in Africa but in America. It is just that its name was not America because everybody used to call it Africa. This is because the Historians and Geographers of the past did not use to divide the world into continents but rather into climates. For this reason we could count South America as being part of Africa.

I would be happy, as you suggested, to organize a symposium about this topic. I thought about organizing an international conference and not only invite these two researchers, i.e. the duchess of Sedonia and Abdullah Hakim Quick, but invite tens of people interested in this domain. Unfortunately, most of them are not Arabs or Muslims but have scientific courage and competence to say what they believe to be true. Their religion is not important. We would happily organize this conference if we find funding.
What interested me personally in this matter, and by personally I mean as an Arab and Muslim interested in enlightening his community is: 

The first point: 

We in fact have to really know our history. How come that we are Moroccans and we do not know that half of our Almouravid state was in Africa and Europe, and the other half was in America? I had to rely on the duchess of Spain to give me her documents which prove the existence of the Almouravid state there in Guyana. I am completely sure that this fact exists in our documents except that we did not know how to read it. This is because reaching that history is similar to reading the hieroglyphics. We have to understand. Perhaps you think the author talks about Sudan, but he at that time meant America!
The following is an example that appeared in a document: “He came to two cities on the mountains: one is called Sale, the other Rabat, 500 Kilometers farther”. The obvious thing is that this is not Rabat
 and Sale that we know, but rather another place. The reader should read with awareness. The author here is talking about the Sale and Rabat that are in Brazil and which he founded there. Perhaps, there exist many stories that are written like that and which we think they talk about some particular places, while this is not true. And if ever we found a contradiction, we would say: this is a mess. No, No, don’t say it is a mess, but rather look for the reason behind this difference. We should have scientific awareness when we read our history.
The second point is a terrible and frightening one. It is impossible to exterminate people of a nation.  I find it very frightening when I see that Abraham Lincoln avenged for Andalusia in the name of liberating the Blacks in America given that his origin as was lately discovered is Andalusian. So it is impossible to kill a community. Although there are only small traces of this existence, it is similar to ash which can be revived. The evidence about that is that I personally prayed behind an Imam of the American Indians in Guyana. Perhaps this one is from their descendents. It is probable that those young people who go to Central America to see that tribe manage to convert its people to Islam. It is easy to convert them to Islam.
I personally was in another area in New Zealand in the Pacific Ocean, and I met in purpose with the big Maori leaders and their elderly (the Maori). They are the indigenous people of New Zealand. So I told them:”Consider the Muslims who are here as your guests and not as the guests of the white Europeans’ guests. They are your guests. They are white, but they are Muslims”. I established a relation with them and the evidence is that their leader told me:”what we believe is that our origins are from the Middle East”. I understood that he wanted to say that their origin is from an Arab country.

Be it true or not true, what is important is the possibility of establishing relations and strengthening them concerning spreading Islam among them. We are extremely neglectful. I say “we”, i.e. the Muslims. We have big abilities to create links with people of the world, either in Europe or America or others, and especially with the indigenous people. But we turn away from doing so.
Actually, we are masochists. We like to be harmed and to be persecuted, and we then cry and say: those people harmed us. We say it either about the Jews or the Christians and so on while we are able to move the world, only in a gentle manner.
Now for example, all the Moroccan governments do not have the potential that this duchess has. She has a potential, and she is ready to spend her money and home and everything for that. But why? Because she belongs to us. She feels that her origin is Muslim. She has documents, potential and freedom. There are a lot of similar people in North America, South America and Europe.

If we would establish an association for American European historical studies or any thing like that, there is a lot we could do and produce. But the problem is always from where to get the funding.
We, the developing countries, unfortunately do not give value to research and do not fund it. Other countries give value to research and give 1 % or 3 % of their income to scientific research. As far as we are concerned, it would be excellent if we only give it1*10-6. We lack scientific research in Physics, Chemistry, History, Geography, and in everything.

But as far as Morocco itself is concerned, we must know our roots and history because we do not know them very well. There are many domains to look at. I repeat once more again: We have to read our old books with new eyes so that we can understand them. If we don’t understand them, we would not learn. We certainly can find a lot of new information, more than these. I am just an intruder given that I am an electrical engineer. This is just out of my own curiosity. Hahaha.
    







End
� “Sidi” and “Moulay” are terms of address in Morocco, used before people’s names to honor and respect them. 


� Rabat and Sale are two cities in Morocco. Dr. Ali Kettani here asks readers not to confuse these two cities in Morocco with the cities in Brazil which carry the same name. 





