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In the name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful
The Islamic Existence in the Christian Kingdoms in the Iberian Peninsula Before the Fall of Granada

By Dr. Ali Kettani, The president of Ibn Ruchd Islamic University, Cordoba

Article translated from Arabic by Amina Iraqi

1- Introduction

The Islamic existence in the Christian Kingdoms outside the borders of Andalusia’s state was dense and lasted for centuries. It existed starting from the Christian Kingdom’s occupation of Islamic lands in the 11th century A.D. until the 16th century A.D. after the Fall of Granada and after the decision of Fernando and Isabella (the Catholic monarchs) to completely eradicate Islam. Such a decision which was also taken by the monarchs that came after them in the two preceding centuries was undoubtedly a crime against humanity and an unforgivable sin. This was not only a crime against their victims but also a crime against Spain.
It is true that the Muslims were not living in the Christian Kingdoms under better conditions, but they had their legal and acknowledged existence. They also had their mosques, schools, savants, and men of jurisprudence. These Muslims are known as the tamed Muslims
 , and although they knew the language in some areas like Valencia, they were communicating in the foreign language. They wrote a lot of books using the foreign language, i.e. the Spanish language written in the Arabic scripts, which became an Islamic language like was the case for Farsi, Turkish and the other languages used by Muslims and which are written in Arabic scripts.
Now let’s look at the situation of Muslims throughout various centuries in each Kingdom of the Christian Iberian Peninsula.

2- Muslims in Portugal
Portugal was founded as a small principality on the border of the Northern Western Islamic state. This principality was captured by Al-Manssur Ibn Abi Amer but it seized the opportunity of the fall of the Umayyad State and occupied Prague in 1040 A.D, which is a neighboring town to its first capital “Porto” or “Portugal” which gave its name to the country. The Western part of Portugal got divided into many kingdoms during the days of Al-Tawaif
. Thus, the southern part became under the rule of Bani Harun in the year 1026 A.D. and its capital was Western Santamaria (today called “Alfaro”). And the middle part of the country fell into the hands of Bani Al-Aftass in the year 1022 A.D. whose capital was Batilius (in Spain now). 
The Portuguese went on invading Islamic lands for the benefit of Bani Al-Aftass. So they occupied the city of Calmaria in the year 1064 A.D. and relocated their capital to it. The state of Bani Harun knew a division in Western Santamarina when the state of Bani Mazian came into existence in the year 1068 A.D. Its capital was Shalab. The remainder of the land became part of the state of Bani Al-Abbad whose capital is Sevilla (in Spain now). Then, the Almuravids
 destroyed both Bani Al-Aftass and Bani Abbad, and unified the country. The borders remained stable for a hundred and fifty years before the Portuguese occupied the city of Lisbon in the year 1093 A.D.
Then the Almuwahid state substituted the Almuravid state. Thus, the Portuguese occupied the city of Evora (Yabura) in 1166 A.D. When the Almuwahid state became weak, the Portuguese took control over other Islamic cities and invaded Bani Danis palace in 1217 A.D., and then Baja, Santamaria, Shalab, and all Western Andalusia in 1249 A.D. Thus, they relocated their capital from Calmaria to Lison. The borders of Portugal remained stable up to now.
And upon the occupation of the Islamic lands, the Portuguese confiscated all Muslims’ lands as well as Muslims’ houses and they distributed it to the Christians’ Nobles. This pushed a big number of Muslims to emigrate to what was left of the Islamic lands while the majority of the other Muslims settled as tamed Muslims in the south. When Spain obliged Muslims to convert to Christianity, Portugal followed its footsteps in Christianizing the tamed Muslims in 1502 A.D. Thus, a big number of these tamed Muslims emigrated to the North of Morocco. And Spain allowed them to cross its lands. The Muslims who remained got settled as Muslims in secret but who appeared to be Christians. These communities stayed up to the year 1540 A.D. when the king of Portugal got married to the King’s of Spain sister. The condition of such a marriage was the expulsion of Muslims. Thus, a big number of Muslims emigrated to Larache, Al-Qasr Al-Kabir, and to their neighboring areas in Northern Morocco. The number of Muslims who remained stayed in Portugal as Christians. Thus, the majority of Portugal’s inhabitants of today in South Lisbon are of Islamic origins, and in so they are not any different from the Andalusians.
3- Muslims in Castile

Upon the Fall of Toledo in 1085 A.D., a big number of Muslims emigrated to the other Islamic lands while the other Muslims remained as tamed Muslims under the rule of Christians. Their number increased after the fall of large Islamic lands in the 13th century in the hands of Castile, among which were the capitals of Islam Murcia, Cordoba, and Sevilla. The Castilians used to sign contracts with the defeated in which they guaranteed their religious rights which they soon deny after they take control and start treating them unfairly.
In 1238 A.D., Alfonso the impotent enacted a general law to his Kingdom which he called “The Seven Divisions”, and in which he divided Muslims into four categories and assigned a particular treatment to each category. The categories are: the winners, the slaves, the freed, and the tamed. The winners, on the one hand, were scorned by the old Christians. So he unified this law between the two categories and gave the Muslim father’s heritage to his Christianized sons only, and not to the other sons. Death, loosing one’s rights, and money confiscation were the punishment to anyone who decides to reconvert to Islam. The Muslim slaves, on the other hand, were subject to all types of injustice and harm. Their master had the right to kill them or keep them alive, oppress them, dispossess them, separate among their relatives, and sell them. And the situation of the freed people was not any better than the slaves’ situation. The tamed people, however, had their religious freedom respected to some extent, and they used to live in their neighborhoods specific to them. They had their laws, judges, traditions, mosques, and feasts although they were always subject to persecution depending on the caprices of the despot of the time and his foreign policy.
As a result of this bad treatment, the tamed people led a revolution in 1261 A.D. and attacked all the forts extending from Sharish from the West to Murcia from the East. They lifted the flag of the Kingdom of Granada and joined it. Ibn Al-Ahmar supported this revolution at the beginning. Alphonso X was in Shaqubia and he asked Ibn Al-Ahmar to help him eliminate the revolution according to the agreement between them. Ibn Al-Ahmar apologized for not doing so and was supported by Khaymi I, king of Aragon. Then the King of Castile laid a siege on Sharish in May 1264 A.D. which surrendered after six month and had therefore its inhabitants expulsed. After, Alfonso again occupied Shareeka, Shaduna, Al-Barija, and Arcos (Arkush), and lastly Cadiz in the year 1266 A.D. The king of Aragon occupied Lacant in 1263 A.D. and then Cartajna. Then he laid a siege on Almeria with a Castilian army under the presidency of the son of the king of Castilia. So the city surrendered in February 13th, 1266.  And in February 5th, 1266, the Castilian king separated between the Muslims and the Christians of Murcia in two neighborhoods and built a wall between them. The Muslim neighborhood used to be called Al-Rachaqah, and its administration stayed in the hands of Bani Hud up to the year 1308 when the administration moved to the hands of the Castilians (see reference 1).
Then, the decisions that limit the rights of Muslims were successive, and each king used to issue new laws against Muslims upon his ascension. In 1348 A.D., Alfonso XI issued an order from the River Castle in which he prohibits Muslims from having money transactions or giving loans involving interests. After, he further prohibited them from having a financial job with the government or with the nobles in a decree that he issued from Madrid. He also forbade them from being lawyers of Christians’ cases. He specified that the punishment for anybody who does not abide by this decree is the confiscation of all their money and physical torture. 
King Enrique II renewed in Bourgos in 1368 the previous prohibitions and decreed another order in 1371 forbidding Muslims to be baptized with Christian names and obliging them to attach a specific sign to their clothes. 

Juan I issued in Surya in the year 1387 A.D. a decree in which he renewed the prohibition of Muslims from having financial jobs and in which he forbade cursing Christianized people or insulting them by calling them as dogs or pigs. The decree punishes the violators with a fine of 300 Maravedi
 or 15 days of firm prison. It also prohibits Christians to upbring Muslims’ children and punishes the person who violates this law with a fine of 600 Maravedi. And the Christian farmers were allowed to work for Muslims and protect them during their trips. The decree maintains that no Muslim slave be freed by a Jew if the slave converts to Judaism but should rather enslave his master. 
Juan I issued another decree in the year 1387 A.D. in which he forbids Muslims from living with Christians or vice versa, and punishes the violators with torture and money confiscation.  The decree bans Christians from using Muslims except if the latter were their slaves, and punishes the violators with a fine of 6000 Maravedi except if the Muslim was a doctor. It also bans Muslims from publicly working on Sundays, and punishes the violator with a fine of 30 Maravedi. The decree also obliges Muslims to evacuate from the road by which the crucifix passes, and they were obliged to kneel to the crucifix in case they were not able to evacuate. The penalty of the violator was to confiscate his clothes and to give it the Christian who would arrest him and hand him over to the judge.
Then, Juan I issued a third decree in 1388 A.D. in Valladolid
’s in which he renews the act of prohibiting Christians from living with Muslims or upbringing their children, and punishes the violator with whipping. The decree again forbids Muslims from getting public jobs especially the financial ones.
Juan II issued a decree in Valladolid in the year 1408 A.D. in which he emphasizes the prohibition of Muslims from having financial jobs, and punishes each of the Muslim violator and his Christian employer with a fine of 2000 Maravedi. The decree also bans Muslims from eating or drinking with Christians and punishes the violator with 100 times whipping. If the violation gets repeated in this case and in the previous case, the violator is to pay 100 Maravedi, one third of which he should give to the Christian denouncer. The decree also bans Muslim from attending Christian feasts and prohibits them from being godfathers in crucifying ceremonies. It punished the violator with a fine of 2000 Marvedi. It also interdicted Muslims from visiting the Christian sick people, and punished the violator with a fine of 300 Maravedi. It also interdicted Muslims from practicing the career of surgery or seasoning or pharmacy or selling food products or medicine, and it punished the violator with a fine of 2000 Maravedi or with whipping. The decree also obliges Muslims to live in specific neighborhoods, invalidated the Islamic Judiciary courts, and ordered Christian judges to rule among Muslims according to the rights that their privileges conferred to them. The decree interdicts the nobles from accepting the Muslims who change the places where they live, and punishes the violator with a fine of 200 Maravedi, and 100 000 Maravedi to the people who repeat the violation for the second time, and the confiscation of property and lands to the people who repeat the violation for the third time. The decree also prescribes that the tamed Muslim who gets arrested while trying to escape to the Kingdom of Granada be enslaved by the Christian who arrested him. Besides, all his property is to be confiscated to the benefit of the aforementioned Christian.
Then, Juan II issued a second decree in the same year in which he obliged the tamed Muslims of Toledo and other cities to leave their houses and money and to move to Old Castile.

Juan II issued another decree in 1422 A.D. in which he imposed the execution of any Muslim who forbids another Muslim from converting to Christianity even if this Muslim was his son. This decree also required the enslavement of the Muslim coming from the Kingdom of Granada to the benefit of the Christian who caught him. He then issued another order in the year 1435 A.D. in which he outlawed that the Christians sign contracts and endorse religion to a Muslim person except if the latter was not entitled to pay interest for this religion. And he decreed in 1438 that a Christian’s oath in front of a judge who endorsed a religion to a Muslim to be void except if the person to whom it was endorsed was a peasant. 
Then, Queen Isabella in Madrid issued a decree in the year 1476 A.D. in which she abolished what remained of the Islamic Legal courts and prohibited Muslims from wearing broadcloth or silk or gold or silver. She also prohibited that this material be part of their horse equipment. Anybody who violates this law would have this material confiscated. The decree also obliges Muslims to wear a red piece of cloth on their shoulders and a hood or a green hat on their heads.  The Muslim women were also obliged to carry a blue piece of cloth whose width measures four fingers.
After, Queen Isabella in Toledo issued another order in the year 1480 A.D. in which she emphasized the separation of Muslims from Christians in housing, and in which she repeated the order of the enslavement of the Muslims escaping to Granada by the people who catch them. And she allowed Muslims to build new mosques in their neighborhoods (see reference 1). 

These are the living situations of the tamed Muslims in the Kingdom of Castile before the Fall of Granada. However, after its fall, the Spanish state started a worse treatment to the tamed Muslims similar to how it treated the Muslims in Granada. This situation remained as it was until the two Catholic Kings sent an order to the governor of Cordoba in the year 1502 in which they asked him to take the firm decision of killing the Muslims who refused to convert to Christianity or to expel them from the country. They also issued an order in which they prohibited the Muslims of Castile from contacting the Muslims of Granada or from mingling with them. Then a royal decree was issued in February 12th, 1502 A.D. and was published in Seville. The decree orders that all Muslims of Castile be Christianized and that all those who refuse to be Christianized be expelled. Most of them became Christians in appearance only (see reference 2).
4- The Situation of the tamed people in the Kingdom of Aragon 
The Kingdom of Aragon was divided into four administrative areas: Old Aragon, Catalonia, the Kingdom of Valencia, and the Eastern Islands. Large groups of tamed people were formed in all these areas when they were lost from Muslims’ hands and got occupied. In the 16th century, some Islamic groups remained on the mouth of Ebro River in the area of Tarcuna and Tartoucha that started belonging to Catalonia since the fall of Tarcuna from the hands of Muslims in the year 960 A.D. and then the fall of Tarchouna in 1200 A.D. A big group of tamed people remained in the area of Old Aragon since the Fall of Saragossa in the year 1118 A.D. until they started to constitute in the 16th century one fifth of the inhabitants. Their numbers were higher outside the cities and in the valleys. And the kingdom of Valencia fell in the hands of Christians in the year 1238 A.D. and despite the emigration and the expulsion, one third of its inhabitants remained Muslim in the 16th century and they constituted most of the population in many of its areas. The Christians occupied the biggest Eastern islands: Majorca, in the year 1222, Ibiza in 1235, and Minorca in 1286 in which many tamed people stayed. And most of the tamed people of the Kingdom of Aragon were peasants who were working in some lands that belonged to Christian Nobles and they were depending on these Nobles. The Nobles were protecting these peasants in order to defend their own benefits.
Khaimi I, king of Aragon, occupied Valencia in 1238 A.D.  after he signed with its people a treaty in which he promised he would protect Muslims as well as their children, money, religion, language, Islamic Shari’a, and would also make peace with what remained of the area of Valencia for eight years. However, Khaimi betrayed his promises immediately after possessing the city. Thus, he prosecuted Muslims both inside and outside the city, transformed the most beautiful and biggest mosques into churches, brought Christian immigrants from the North, and ordered Muslims to live in specific neighborhoods. The incoming Christians started to disturb the Muslims and there was no deterrence from the government. Then, Khaimi I confiscated the money of Muslims who were like slaves working for their Christian masters. In the year 1248, Khaimi I published some legislations for Muslims in particular, which were not different from its counterparts applied in Castile. These legislations were completely against the surrender treaties.
And in the year 1251, Khaimi I occupied the city of Xativa
 and released a pamphlet on November 23rd, 1251 that contained generous conditions similar to the one that he had signed with Valencia upon its surrender. 

Then the pope of Rome started putting pressure on Khaimi I under the aim of exterminating the Islamic element that exists in his kingdom. The king of Aragon tried to obey him but was opposed by the Nobles who saw the Muslims as a source of their enrichment. Also, the orders of the Pope were in opposition with the policy of Aragon which pretends to offer a better treatment to the Muslims from Castile because they competed over invading what remained of the Islamic lands. Also, the Muslim people constituted the majority and it was going to be difficult to fill the space that the Muslim working people would leave if ever they get expelled. 
Facing this mistreatment and explicit betrayal of agreements, the Muslims revolted in the year 1254 A.D. under the leadership of a man called “Al-Azraq”, and they invaded a number of forts located between Xativa, Denia, and Alicante and gained control over the mountains located in southern Segre River. Thus, Khaimi I led an army to Valencia in which he held a house of representatives (El Cortes) who decided to expel Muslims from the kingdom of Aragon and allowed them to take with them the amount of money and belongings that they can carry. This situation encouraged the Muslims who were hesitating to join the revolution. Thus, the revolution erupted in North Segre River and the expelled people also joined the revolutionaries and got control over 12 forts. The Muslims of the city of Valencia and its suburbs preferred to move away to Murcia rather than to revolt. The revolution subsisted with the help of the kingdom of Granada and knew many ups and downs until the year 1257 when Al-Azraq and the other Muslims felt obliged to surrender with the condition that the revolution’s leaders choose between moving away to Granada and staying, without being subject to expulsion. 
Pope Clemant IV seized the opportunity of his help to Khaimi I in shutting down the revolution of Valencia using money to impose his conditions and declared the church to be ready to waive its part of the taxes called “al-ouchour” if the king takes the oath in front of the Virgin’s altar in Valencia’s church to exterminate all the Muslims existing in his kingdoms. The king took the oath and publicly abided by it. He however hesitated to apply it lest his kingdom would shrink in size. He rather found a criminal solution which is to completely remove the government’s protection to Muslims. Thus, Muslims became subject to assaults and attacks of regular armies aiming at taking their children and selling them as slaves. The king did not respond to the complaints of Muslims but rather went on to issue abusive laws in the year 1268 limiting the right to take refuge in church in three days. This is because many of the Muslims’ poor used to escape from the oppressors to church and used to get continuous protection in exchange of converting to Christianity.
And when the Muslims turned desperate of king’s Khaimi I equity, they decided to lead a second revolution in March, 1276 in the South of Segre River. The revolutionaries occupied forty forts and appealed for the help of the Sultan of Granada, called Abu Abdillah. First, Khaimi used ploy in dealing with the revolutionaries: He made peace with the forts that do not carry the flag of Granada and fought with the other forts. In this way, Khaimi enticed the internal disputes among Muslims. Then king Khaimi blocked the city of Xativa, the capital of the revolutionaries. So for the second time, the revolutionaries chose Al-Azraq as their president who was martyred in front of fort Al-Kil. His son in turn obtained power and became president but was also martyred. Despite that, the Christians were not able to occupy Xativa and the revolutionaries succeeded in liberating fort Al-Kil.
Khaimi I fell sick during the revolution and published in his last days a pamphlet on July 18th, 1276 in which he stated his will to his son and predecessor. It included the following: “We took an oath in front of the Virgin’s altar in Valencia to expel Muslims from our land in exchange of the Pope’s waiver of al-ouchour. We hope that the crown prince Don Pedro expels all the Muslims from the kingdom of Valencia and that no one of them stays there for any reason whatsoever, even in case they pay what is due to them”. And when his death became imminent, he gave his sword to his son and recommended that he never stops using it against Muslims until he kills them all and expels them from the kingdom. Khaimi I died in July 27th, 1276 while the Muslim revolution was at its peak.
When the crown prince obtained power, he started the negotiations with the revolutionaries and agreed upon a three-month period of peace with the exception of six forts which he had succeeded in occupying during the month of April 1277 A.D. He then occupied Mouyla in August 29th, 1277 and finally Montesa surrendered. Then the revolution was dissolved. Thus the king ordered the disarmament of the revolutionaries without punishing them and distributed them along the kingdom depending on their ages without paying attention to his father’s will.
And in the year 1283, King Pedro III passed a law that allows Muslims to relocate and live wherever they want in his Kingdom and to be involved in maritime trade. Yet, he forbade them from having employment in the judicial, security, and financial sectors. He also obliged them to take the oath of never giving loans of more than 20 per year. Violators of this law are punished with a fine of five golden Dukes. He also prohibited that a Muslim serves as a witness except with some specified conditions, and decreed that a loan which is not signed in front of the judicial authorities becomes void after six years if the person who loaned it is a Muslim.
And in the year 1301 A.D., king Khaimi II enacted a law in which he dictated that the testimony of two Christian people with regard to the Muslim is enough and that there is no need for the testimony of the Christians and the Muslim together as it was practiced before. In 1311 A.D., during the days of this king, Pope Clement V called for holding a synod in Vienna in which he asked the kings of Aragon, Castile and Portugal to clear out their kingdoms of Islam. If ever they do not do so, the pope warned then of God’s anger. 
In the year 1328 A.D., king Alphonso IV enacted a law in Valencia in which he gave absolute power to the Feudal master in order to adjudicate between the Muslims who are under his control as well as punish, mutilate organs, whip, kill, confiscate, and either keep the confiscated things to himself or share them with the judge in some specified cases. His son Pedro IV, on the other hand, passed a law in 1342 A.D. that emphasizes the previous law. And in 1370 A.D., he enacted a law in which he prohibited Muslims from emigrating to Granada or to Morocco even if they ever spend the one fifth of their properties as they used to do before. And he enacted a third law in 1371 A.D. in which he bans the imposition of a Christian controller on Muslims as it used to be the case before. And in 1389 A.D., king Juan I passed a law in which he bans Muslim prisoners from ransoming with money from the kingdom of Valencia in case they were outside it. If ever they do, they would be subject to the enslavement punishment. 
And in the year 1403 A.D., king Martin I enacted a law in which he emphasizes what was previously legislated regarding the ransom of Muslims’ prisoners, and which prescribes the confiscation of the money of any Muslim who emigrates, the enslavement of the Muslims who get caught doing so, and the distribution of their money in three parts: to the king, to the feudal master who was keeping the emigrant at his place, and to the feudal master who got hold of the immigrant’s land. The law bans Muslims from moving from a master’s land to another’s except under certain conditions, and the master is obliged to turn the Muslim who found refuge at his place to the police during a limited period of eighty days starting from the final warning. Otherwise, the master would be fined 1000 Florans. 
And in the year 1418 A.D., king Fernando I issued a law in which he prohibits Muslims from leaving the kingdom of Aragon except under the aim of serving their Christian master and without that their children accompany them. The law decided that the enslaved Muslim woman who gets pregnant from her master does not become free except if the Christian master acknowledges her baby to be his son. If the woman gets pregnant from somebody else, and not from her master, she stays enslaved in case he is Christian and the later gets obliged to take his son. And if the woman dies during her delivery, her price gets paid to her master. The law prescribed that the Muslim neighborhoods be put under the supervision of a Christian controller. Muslims were also banned from making the call for prayer during the time of their execution. The death punishment was prescribed for the Muslim who wounds a Christian outside the legal defense, and a fine that equals the double of what a Christian pays was prescribed in case the defense was legal. 
King Alphonso V issued a law in which he bans the emigration of a Muslim even if the latter gets the approval of his feudal master. And he issued in the year 1428 A.D. a law in which he stressed the right of the feudal masters to adjudicate between all their followers including Muslims. He issued another law in which he states that a Muslim has no right to pretend to be poor for the sake of getting rid of the adjudication of his master, and has no right to request to be prosecuted in front of the government’s tribunals as it is the case for the poor. He also decided that in case a Muslim changes his address from a feudal land to another without settling his accounts, all his properties would be confiscated both the ones that he carried with him and the ones he did not carry. And if ever the Muslim decides to relocate without the approval of his feudal master, enslavement would be imposed on him as well as on his wife and children (see reference 2).
This was the situation of the Muslims in the kingdom of Aragon before the Fall of Granada. And they were living as Muslims under the rule of the Christians for a period between two and three centuries, working as peasants for their Christian masters whose control over them was similar to the control of masters over their slaves. They religiously organized themselves in groups, living around their mosques and having their jurisprudents and Oulemas
. However, this balance that the tamed people used to live upon was going to badly misfire after the Fall of Granada. 
The fears of the Muslims of Aragon started to increase since the order to Christianize the Muslims of Granada and then the Muslims if Castile was issued in the year 1502 A.D. Thus, the feudal masters in whose lands the Muslims were working intervened in front of the Cortes in Barcelona in the year 1503 A.D. in order to protect them from compulsory Christianizing or expulsion. This protection came up with some results at the beginning to the extent that the king Carlos I felt obliged in the year 1517 A.D. to falsify the rumors that link to him the intention to expel Muslims from the kingdom of Aragon (see reference 3). But the hostility of the church and the mass of Christians towards the Muslims was strong. More than that, the government armed the mass of Christians in the year 1509 in order to fight back the Turkish warriors’ attack on the oceans and banned Muslims from living in the oceans.
This hostility started to become very obvious and bloody after an accident of killing two slaves by two Muslims in May 20th, 1521. Thus, the Christians attacked Islamic villages in the area of Valencia in the month of June 1521. And in July 15th, 1521 a Christian force composed of 400 people attacked the Islamic town of Marbit. And in the month of August of the same year, the Christians obliged 15 000 Muslims to convert to Christianity using force especially in the town of Bouloub and its suburbs. And in March 1522 A.D., a force of Christians raided two small Muslim villages, called: Al-Baraka and Al-Kawthar (see reference 4). 

And since March 1523 A.D., the inquisitions started discussing the issue of the Moriscos’ tenacity to Islam. Thus, the general inquisitor on Alonso Menriqui held a meeting of the Inquisitions during the month of January 1524 A.D. in order to study the topic of the reversion of the people who had previously converted to Christianity since the year 1521 A.D. to Islam. The meeting was postponed many times and then was held for the first time in February 19th, 1525. The meetings continued until June 22th, 1525. It was decided during the meeting that the Muslims who were obliged to become Christian are Christians, are bound to live the life of Christians, and that the inquisitions must give them the treatment of apostates if ever they refuse so.
And at the same time, Carlos V requested the opinion of the Pope in this matter. Thus, Pope Clement VII issued an order on May 12th, 1524 that included the king’s discharge from his oath regarding the preservation of Muslims’ rights and a request to the king to forcefully convert Muslims of Christianity. The Pope also gave him the right to impose enslavement to anyone who refuses and advised him to use the Inquisitions in order to terrorize Muslims and oblige them to convert to Christianity. And in November 16th, 1525 the king issued the order of enacting the Pope’s decision, and he decided to Christianize Muslims, to disarm them, and to transform all the mosques into churches. The people who oppose this would be enslaved after December 8th, 1525. And in December 10th, 1525 the Inquisitions’ delegate asked the Muslims who refused to convert to Christianity to get ready to leave their houses and get out of the kingdom latest by January 21th, 1526 A.D (see reference 5).

5- Conclusion

It does not appear from what was mentioned that the situation of Muslims in the Christian Iberian kingdoms was a good one. However, in comparison with the situations of Muslims in Christian Europe at that time, such as in France, Italy, Germany among others, at least Islamic communities were allowed to exist generation after generation in those countries. And this situation only changed with the Fall of Granada which led to the biggest crime in the history of Spain..and this is another story. 
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� These Muslims are referred to in Arabic as: “Al-Moudajanin”. 


� After the collapse of the Umayyad State in Andalusia, the political situation became chaotic and there were disputes over power among the Umayyad people that remained and their supporters. This led to the domination of each judge or leader or man of power of the area in which he was and started ruling it. The situation led to the division of Andalusia into what is called “Tawaif”, i.e. small kingdoms. This historical period is known as “Al-tawaif period”.


� The Almuravid is the state that ruled in the area of Andalusia and Morocco between 1040 and 1147 A.D.


� The Maravedi was the currency of the Almuravid State when the Almuravids were governing Andalusia starting from the end of the 15th century.


� Volladolid is a city in the North of Spain. The origin of this name in Arabic is: Walad Al Walid, which means the son of “Al Walid” who used to be one of the governors of the area.


� In Arabic, it is spelled as “shatiba”.


� The savants and men of knowledge.





