1

In the name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful, and may the blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his companions 

ISLAM IN ANDALUSIA: HISTORY, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.

Lectured by the professor Dr. Ali Ibn Al-Muntassir El-Kettani around the year 1989.
Translated by Amina Iraqi
THE HOST’S INTRODUCTION
In the name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful, and may the blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his companions in entirety.
In this 12th cultural festival which is organized by the Ministry of Islamic Affairs under the presidency of the Legal Courts and Religious Affairs we welcome you, dear virtuous brothers, in this renewed meeting. We are glad to welcome our honorable guest, the professor Dr. Ali Al-Muntassir El-Kettani, from our neighboring country Morocco who is going to give us a lecture about Islam and Muslims in Andalusia: the history, the reality, and the future.
While we mention and hear Andalusia, the Muslim person gets a special feeling and has a peculiar impact on his heart and emotions. Isn’t it the memorial Andalusia and the flourishing civilization from which Europe learned while it was immersed in the gloominess of ignorance and under-development? But, it quickly turned its back to it and returned goodness with repudiation and denial. It also waged a war against it a fierce crusade on which all Europe rallied while divisions and internal mass-killings were ruining the body of the Islamic state in Andalusia. This matter ended -after a long struggle- with the end of the Islamic existence there in the Hijri
 year 897 after that Andalusia existed as a landmark of knowledge, for a period of eight consecutive centuries, and a torch of literature, intellect, philosophy, culture, architecture, and refinement in various aspects of life.
For this reason, the fall of Andalusia was a painful disaster and an awful tragedy that pushed their poet at that time to say:
	


For a similar matter the heart melts out of grief   
If there was in the heart Islam and faith
Dear brothers, when we mention Andalusia as well as the reasons and factors that led to its fall, a new disaster appears in front of us, which is similar to the one of Andalusia: the disaster of Palestine. The Palestine of the Isra’e wa al-miaraj
, the Palestine of the Al-Akssa mosque, the Palestine of the first Kiblah
. The reasons behind the two disasters are almost the same, and these reasons still exist up to nowadays. We recall today the memory of dividing Palestine, which was in November 29th, 947 (A.D). This day came to be called: The International Solidarity Day with the Palestinian People. 
Does this solidarity really exist? And did our Umah (community) realize to itself what calls others to feel its existence and to take its fateful case into account in Palestine. 
And it makes the person happy to hear today that Andalusia is witnessing a return to Islam. Palestine as well is living a tremendous Islamic wakefulness that manifests itself in that blessed revolt which unsettled the oppressive Zionist entity, and obliged the international opinion to pay attention to it and to sympathize with it. And, the faith that exists behind the hand that throws stones is what turns –with the will of Allah- into a fearful weapon that frightens the enemies and shortens the way towards freedom and independence. 
Dear honorable brothers, talking about Islam and Muslims in Andalusia requires somebody who treats this case. So the best person to talk to us about this topic is: the professor Dr. Ali Ibn Al-Muntassir El-Kettani given his relationship to this case. He is working now as the secretary general of the Islamic Academy of Sciences. He was the former first general director of the Islamic Institution of Sciences and Technology. He is also a professor of Electrical Engineering in American and Saudi Arabian universities. He studied in Switzerland where he graduated with a Master’s degree in this subject, and then he graduated from the United States with a PhD in the same subject. He had noticeable interests in the Islamic minorities since the days when he was studying, and he informed about their field situations in countries in the world.
From his writings in this domain, “Muslims in America and Europe”, “Muslims in the Communist Camp”, “Muslim Minorities in the World Today”, etc.

He also was interested in the return of Islam to Andalusia -as I mentioned- since the rise of this movement ten years ago. He is following the movement up to nowadays. He is taking care of it very well in order to be efficient –with God’s will- and to have its existence and impact in that country. 

Dear brothers, in the names of you all, we welcome again the doctor and lecturer to give his lecture. Thank you.

THE LECTURE
In the name of Allah, Most gracious, Most merciful, and may the blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his companions in entirety.

First of all, I would like to thank the presidency of the Legal Courts for allowing me to meet with you in this great day, the day of solidarity with the Palestinian people. 
As the president of this conference has previously mentioned, the case of Andalusia is indeed a lesson for us so that the disaster does not happen in some other lands and so that Palestine does not become a new Andalusia. As long as there are Palestinian people who are claiming their land and rights, Palestine will not be a new Andalusia. This is because in the case of Andalusia, there was an attempt to exterminate its people who were scattered and killed. However, in Palestine we have –thanks to Allah- a big hope that the country goes back to its people, that Al-Quds goes back-with the will of Allah- to the Islamic Umah
,  and that injustice and the oppressors be defeated–with Allah’s will.
My speech today is: “Islam in Andalusia: history, present, and future”, and I would like to divide it into many parts:






The Past of Islam in Andalusia
First, I will talk –with Allah’s will- about the past and give some clarifications, some information which maybe spread in our historical books and which contradicts the reality. Then, I will show the chronology of the past of Islam in Andalusia and this Islamic revival which we see now in the country of Spain. 
Indeed, the Spanish government acknowledged three months ago for the first time after the Fall of Granada that the Muslim religion is one of the principal religions that deserve the support on the same basis as the Catholic and Jewish religion. This will undoubtedly open a new door to Islam and an honorable future in Allah’s will.
The conquest of Andalusia was not an invasion:

We learnt in History books -or at least in some of them- that Arabs entered Andalusia in the year 711 AD., and left from it in the year 1492 AD “after a long war of recuperation” by the Spanish. This is completely in contradiction with history because the conquest of Andalusia by the Arabs was not a colonial invasion of people who removed other people as it is happening now in Palestine and as it happened in previous centuries by the invading European countries which colonized North America for instance and which colonized Australia and exterminated its people. The Islamic conquest of Andalusia was an Islamic conquest with the meaning that: the first Arabs came with the Islamic religion and gave it to the Andalusian people who accepted it and became Arabs with the passage of time.
The Andalusians are -indeed- the authentic people in the Iberian Island, and they are the people who merged with the other Muslims who came to it. The latter were Arabs and Berbers. The Andalusians adopted the Islamic civilization and the Arabic language became their language. They are the people who raised the Arab civilization to the rank that we all know.
So the Islamic existence was not an invasion but rather a civilizing transformation to an Umah that accepted Islam as a liberator from the persecutions of Goths and the governments that invaded it from the North at that time. I am not the only one who says that, but even the contemporary Spanish authors started looking at the Islamic existence in Andalusia in a new way.
I hint in this occasion to a newly issued book in Spanish language which was entitled: “The Islamic Revolution in the Occident” (la revolución Islámica en Occident) by Ognacio Olague who shows this issue.
Thus, the war to take away Islam from Andalusia –which is now called as Spain- was not a war of recuperation, but was rather a colonial crusade war. It was the war that was going to the Middle East and to Palestine in particular. In this way, we see this relationship –even from the beginning- between Palestine and Andalusia. By the time the crusaders were trying to gain power over Al Quds- and they were successful to some extent during a whole one century- they were at the same time fighting against the same Umah, i.e. the Muslim Umah in the West: in the land of Andalusia.

The Andalusians went through a long and continuous struggle during eight centuries. The more their countries were weak and had their descendants scattered, the more they got help and support from the Moroccans across Gibraltar. It was such a support that stopped the attacks of their betrayers. 
In this way, when the Amawi dynasty in Andalusia whose capital is Cordoba ended, and when Andalusia turned from one state into scattered group states called: tawa’if , whose number reached 30 states, they asked for the support of the Moroccans who were ruled at that time by the  state of the Murabitin. The Murabiti state reached Andalusia, united it, and put an end to the Crusade invasion in a big victory.
Then, after the fall of the Murabiti state, the Muwahidi state went to Andalusia and rescued the situation once again. Then, the Merinidi state in Morocco was also the continuous support when most of the Islamic bases as well as Cordoba, Sevilla, and Marcilla among others all fell into the hands of the colonizers and when there remained only the corner of the mountain around the city of Granada. 
The last crossing of the Moroccan armies to Andalusia was during the 14th century and they were defeated during the Rio Salado battle. Since that time, the Moroccan state got weakened and it became unable to support its brothers in Andalusia. Thus, after the weakening of the Moroccan state, Andalusia became for the first time unable to defend itself except with its own powers.
Thus, when the Andalusians themselves were no longer unified at the end of the 15th century while at the same time the Christian states were united in the Iberian peninsula and decided to eradicate the last Islamic state in Andalusia, the Andalusian people appealed for help but could not find it. In this way, Granada was colonized in the year 1492 and a big number of Muslims became under the mercy of Christian rule at that time by the two Catholic kings: Fernando de Aragón and la Reina Isabella.
I do not want to give additional details concerning the Islamic state in Andalusia up to the fall of Granada. There is a lot of information about that in many Arab references about this period. However, the Arab references stop at the Fall of Granada and deal with that as if the Andalusian Umah ended with the end of Granada. The truth is that the disasters of the Islamic Umah started with the fall of Granada.
How were the Andalusians able to protect their identity throughout many centuries?
After the fall of Granada, the Castilian and Aragonese invaders who were united at that time promised to respect the religion of the defeated people as well as their civilization, Arabic language, Arab books, mosques, and even to acknowledge the Islamic religion in their own transactions.
The Andalusians had accepted to give up under these long and large conditions which were promised to be eternal by the king and Queen of Spain. However, as soon as the invaders took over the land of Granada, they did not stick to each of their promises. We have now reached the late 15th century and the beginning of the 16th century. What happened?

The truth is that the population of the inhabitants of the kingdom of Granada were around one million, and due to wars and enforcement to emigrate, around half a million emigrated while the other half remained under the rule of the Castilians. Hundreds of thousands of the domesticated Muslims lived in the Iberian peninsula, i.e. those Muslims who accepted the Christian rule when the Christians invaded their lands many centuries ago to the extent that one third of the inhabitants of the kingdom of Valencia in East Andalusia –and which the Spanish invaded in the 13th century- one third of these were domesticated Muslims. Twenty per cents of the inhabitants of the kingdom of Aragon in the far North East, what is called today Zaragoza and Barcelona in the Borders of France, twenty per cents of these in the 16th century were from the domesticated Muslims. This means that there were many groups of Muslims under the Christian rule for a period of two or three centuries who were living without that their religion and own Islamic personality fade away. 
Yes, for example the people of Aragon had lost their Arabic language and had stopped to know it. However, they protected their religion, their mosques, and judges. It is in this way that in the beginning of the 16th century, there was around one million and a half to two millions of Muslim inhabitants under the Christian rule, i.e. what equals around 25 % of the total population of Spain.
In a short time, Spain took power over this big group of Muslims and decided to oblige them to convert into Christianity. The first thing that the Spanish did is to burn all Islamic books in the public squares, then they obliged Muslims to change their names into Christian names, and then they tried to convert them using sycophancy, arousing their interest in Christianity, and terrifying them. Many of these Muslims converted into Christianity, such as: the prince Nassr and his brother Mohammad who were the sons of the Sultan Abu Al-Hassan. The brothers of the Sultan Mohammad Abu Abd Allah converted as well in addition to the family of Abu Rach, the governor of Almeria Ali Al-Nayar, as well as many other families. These people all became Christian.
Also, many leaders of the Umah emigrated to Morocco among whom was Abu Siraj and others. But the strict majority of the people and inhabitants refused to become Christian, and they also could not emigrate.

And around the year 1500 AD, the Catholic Church decided to forcefully convert Muslims, and baptize them. There were many revolutions as a reaction and a lot of people lost their life. They were all forced to become Christian in the gospels and so. Thus, the whole 16th century passed while Muslims were suffering from the inquisitions which were created to Christianize Muslims and to surveil them lest they do any Islamic act.
In this way, these Andalusian audiences were transformed into an Umah having a dual personality. Apparently it forcefully started being a Christian Umah. However, it all became Muslim in secret. It formed to itself -after it was not allowed to have Arabic as its own language- a foreign language called Aljamiado, which is a Spanish language written with Arabic scripts. This booklet for example (in the hand of the lecturer) was written in Aljamiado, and it gives an idea about this language. You can see it. It is a Spanish but in Arabic scripts, and there are thousands of these books in this language in Spanish libraries. It is in this language that they wrote explanations of Qur’an, the prophet’s life, Hadiths of Prophet Mohammad Peace Be Upon Him, Islamic history, etc. Their children secretly learnt the Islamic principles and more.
This matter reached an extent where some of their jurisprudents as well as some jurisprudents of Morocco gave them some advisory opinions about how to secretly protect their religion, how to secretly pray, and how to secretly fast, etc.

And in the year 1568, the Muslims in Andalusia got fed up with this situation and decided to revolt. Thus, the Great Alpujarra revolution occurred. The Alpujarras are tremendously high mountains in South Granada where Muslims revolted and where their revolution spread in all areas of Granada. Muslims managed to free large areas and asked for a last time for the help of Muslims in the Ottoman State except that the Sultan apologized for not helping at that moment but promised to help after he conquers Cyprus. Then, Muslims sought the help of Morocco, Egypt, Tunisia, but in vain. The revolution broke down after three years, Muslims were slaughtered, and the remainder of the inhabitants of Granada was displaced in all areas of the Iberian Peninsula.
Nevertheless, the Andalusians did not give us their Islamic religion, and did not give up their love to their prophet Mohammad Peace Be Upon Him or their knowledge of the wholly Qur’an. If we were allowed to read –for example- their poems and Prophet’s praise in Spanish language, we would have seen their strong feeling to Islam despite the suffering and persecution that they were subject to. When I say, suffering and persecution, I tell you that if only the son reveals to the inquisitors that his father “taught him the Al-Fatiha sura
” for instance, the whole family would have been put in jail and burnt in fire, yes..burnt in fire! Burning occurred due to the accusations directed to thousands of Muslims, men, women, and children.
The Expulsion from Andalusia

The sixteenth century passed, and it was by the seventeenth century that Muslims in Valencia, Aragon, and Andalusia started again to ask for the help of the Ottoman State. The fact that the Ottoman State was strong and that it became truly able to help Andalusians aroused the fear of the church.

Given that the church was completely despaired from its attempt to Christianize Andalusians, it started to convince the king of Spain to expulse them all from the Iberian Peninsula.

Here, I would like to clarify a term which the Spanish used to call Andalusian Muslims. The Spanish used to call the Muslims in Andalusia with the term “Moro”. When they obliged the Muslims to convert to Christianity, they called them as: the Christianized Muslims although the latter did not actually convert to Christianity but rather were obliged to. The Spanish called them as the “Moriscos”, and the Morisco is the small form of Moro. This small form was used in order to disdain these Andalusians. Thus, when we say in this book: “The History of the Moriscos Muslims of Andalusia, the Moriscos refer to those Muslims who were secretly Muslims but publicly Christians, or at least officially.
And in the year 1906, the despot king of Spain decided to expulse all Muslims, and in fact, he could not expulse them but only expulsed most of the Muslims of the Aragon kingdom. He expulsed around 250 people from the area of Valencia, Aragon, and Flatonia. Only 250 000 were expulsed from the area of Castilia and Andalusia in a time where the Spanish who were descendants of Muslims equaled a million and a half. This reveals that most of the expulsed people were from the Kingdom of Aragon while only a small percentage of the expulsed Muslims were from Castilia Kingdom and in its south, i.e. the area which is called now: Andalusia. They were expulsed in the worse situations, as they were dispossessed of all their properties. They were grouped in some sites at the beach and were deported to Islamic beaches via ships. In many cases, these ships would throw them in the middle of the ocean in order to take their possessions. Also, in many cases these Muslims would reach the Moroccan beaches, and the tribes would not know them because after one hundred years of claiming that they are Christians, they would not know Arabic, their names were foreign, and they looked Christians. Thus, even if they would enter the Islamic areas, they were not received with respect, esteem, and support except in the civilized cities. They were sometimes ill-treated in the countryside. 
For this reason, it is estimated that out of the 500 000 who were expulsed, there were 250 000 who were displaced, dead, or killed either in Spain itself or in the ocean or upon their arrival to the beaches of North Africa, and many of them emigrated to France and from there to the Ottoman state and to other countries.
Here, I would like to mention some instances of the torture that there were subject to. All this information come from Spanish references only, given that –unfortunately, the Arabic references is so poor despite all what it says about the Moriscos after the fall of Granada.

For instance, it was decided in the city of Valencia that any person who finds a Morisco in the Kingdom of Valencia should bring him either alive or dead. If the person kills the Morisco, he has to bring his head and would take some money in return. If the person brings the Morisco alive, he will take half the amount of the money and should enslave the Morisco. This gives you an idea that Muslims were treated worse than animals. And, the state enslaved thousands of Moriscos when they refused to get out of the country.

The Andalusian people were not all expulsed from Andalusia

This helps us reach another historical truth. When we read books of history -be them in Arabic or in foreign languages- it is mentioned that the Arabs were taken out from Andalusia. The truth is that the Andalusian people were not all expulsed from Andalusia, and despite the continuous expulsion, many over-powered people from the Southern area stayed there. They either kept their religion or forgot it because of being oppressed. Some became Christian without that Christianity reaches their hearts, particularly in the Southern areas now called as Andalusia.
The evidence of this is that after the last expulsion that went on during five years from the year 1609 A.D. to 1614 A.D., the inquisitions discovered some secret mosques. More than 800 people -in the 18th century for instance- were burnt because they were found to be Muslims. Among them were children, women, and men. Thus, if Muslims were expulsed, how would this continuous Islamic existence take place?
The Present of Islam in Andalusia


The National Andalusian Movement


In the 19th century, i.e. before 100 years, Islam in South Andalusia –where the Islamic human traces stayed more than any other part- took a new shape as it became under what is called “the Andalusian Nationalism”. Some thinkers in cities like Cordoba, Sevilla, Granada, and some other cities in the South started to say: “We have a different civilization. We are not actually Spanish. Our civilization is the Islamic civilization”.
This movement was not religious, but was rather a movement that was in conformity with the actual politics at that time in Europe, the movement of the different nationalisms. Thus, the Andalusians started to form a new nationalism to themselves.  Even if they did not have their own language, they had their own belonging, which is the belonging to the Islamic history and its existence in the Andalusian land.
The Spanish government severely fought this new sectarianism. The last leader of this Andalusian Nationalist Movement was Blas Infante. He was from the city of Casares, in the state of Malaga. He moved to Morocco in the 1920’s, he converted to Islam and learned Arabic. He is considered today the father of the Islamic nationalism in Andalusia. He was killed by Franco during the first period of his reign in the year 1939 in Sevilla. Franco shot Blas Infante with a revolver because of the ideas that Infante had.
Islam remained almost dead and nonexistent, especially under certain rules that did not allow it to exist. This is because the Spanish state since the fall of Granada and up to the year 1975 was a Catholic state where Catholicism was the official religion. Citizens did not have the right to follow any religion apart from Catholicism. This situation did not change until after the death of the General Franco in 1975 when Spain knew a thorough and highly important change that transformed the situations that the country witnessed since the unification of the Spanish state when Castilia and Aragon were unified before 500 years. 

Hence, the Spanish state changed from a unitary state having one religion and one capital into a federal state that acknowledges the other cultures, and acknowledges the independence of the other areas that have their own cultural character.

Also, for the first time, Catholicism became no longer the official religion of the state. The state became secular and started to acknowledge the right of the citizen to follow any faith. This was an appropriate moment for Islam to return to Andalusia, in the Southern land in particular, i.e. Andalusia.
What happened?

In this new atmosphere, Flatonia was actually the principal center of the state of Aragon in history. Historically, there were many Christian states in the wars of the Islamic state; each had its own personality and language. Only the crusade and its hatred to Islam were linking it to each other. From these countries was: the kingdom of Aragon which was divided into many states one of which was the state of Flatonia with its own language, i.e. the Flatonian language. 

The Flatonian nationalism is based on a language around this language, a history around the history of a kingdom that was based on it in the past. In this way, Flatonia’s independence was acknowledged as well as its knowledge, official language, its capital and own parliament. Its capital as you know is Barcelona.

The Basque country also gained recognition. Its people as well have their own language. The Basque country was actually the basis of the kingdom of Navarre, which was the first kingdom that fought Muslims in the past. Its people have a language which is not even a Latin language. The Basque area became now self- independent, with its own government, and more. Galicia as well as other areas knew the same situation.
Therefore, Andalusians came and said: “We have our own nationalism” even if they do not have their own language and after they adopted the principles of Blas Infante. After a lot of efforts, a general election was held and eight states in the South of Spain voted for its affiliation with this Andalusian nationalism. In this way, the area of Andalusia was formed and had its self-independence. Its capita was Sevilla. It had a local government, a local parliament, and a green white green flag with which they brought back the old Andalusian flag, and a national anthem that brings back the glories of Muslims. So it became one of the areas of Spain that is actually adopting Islamic history and is proud of it. The climate for Islamic revival in the area could not have been any better.
Andalusians’ reversion to Islam

The Islamic groups started to be formed in the late seventies. The first group was formed in the early eighties, and it was actually constituted from two different sources. Now, let‘s talk about the actual situation. The first source is the Sufi source, and the second source is this source linked to the Andalusian source.

The Sufi source: its basis is that some Andalusian youth –or the Spanish in general, not only the Andalusians, met an English Muslim person who converted to Islam under the Sheikh
 of the Darqawi Tariqa
 in Morocco, whose name is Sheikh Mohammad Ibn El-Habib Al-Amghari in the city of Meknes. These youth joined the Tariqa
 of this Sheikh and their number started to multiply. They formed an association in the early eighties called: “The Association of the Reversion to Islam in Spain”. They had a meeting in the city of Granada. This association transformed later on and became Salafi
 and has now a modest existence in the city of Granada.

The second trend, however, is the trend that comes from the Andalusian history and is made up of an intellectual group from Andalusian universities. Their number was small at the beginning. They first started at the city of Sevilla and their number grew up into thousands now. They founded the Islamic Andalusian centers in seven cities: Sevilla, Cordoba, Algeciras, Jerez, Malaga, Marsilla, and Almeria. They have some followers in the other cities and villages.
They see in themselves the contemporary descendents of the ancient Andalusians. They see that they are the continuous outcome of the people who came before them. They are trying to propagate Islam among their citizens in the universities, institutions, and laboratories. Their number grew up a lot to the extent that they held an international symposium this year (1989) in a city close to Algeciras that was attended by hundreds of these people as well as the people who sympathize with them. The symposium was extremely successful.
Many Andalusians sympathize with this movement, given that the reversion to Islam in Andalusia is not seen as a negative thing by the elders. For example, when a European converts to Islam in France or other countries, he gets difficulties with his family, parents, and cousins, etc.
In Andalusia, on the other hand, what is delightful is that parents get happy when their son or daughter converts to Islam. We see, for instance, Muslim youth in Islamic centers and Islamic feasts invite their parents and cousins to celebrate with them. The difference is that old people do not dare convert into Islam although they sympathize with it. The youth however dare: it is the youth who mostly dare in all societies.

And this new Islamic existence gave a new meaning to the fact of acknowledging Islam in Spain because Islam in Spain was not similar to Islam in other European countries where Islam was a new religion introduced by some immigrants. Islam became a local religion having a big number of Islamic associations under the presidency and leadership of a group of local people who all are immersed in Spain and work for Islam and propagate it. There are among them people who do not look at Islam as being only their religion, but also the religion of their grand-parents, and the religion of their civilization and future.
The Future of Islam in Andalusia

We now say: what future does Islam have in Spain? Or in Andalusia in particular?


Of course, the future is in Allah’s hands, but our efforts as well as the efforts of the brothers in Andalusia and Muslims’ efforts who live in Andalusia is what will enable them to build an Islamic society in the land of Spain feeling grateful to belong to the Islamic Umah.


So, who are those Muslims who live in Spain?

As I previously mentioned, there are big numbers of Muslims in Spain, and Andalusians in particular because nothing is similar to what happened in the South of Spain. We do not see local groups in Catalonia for instance or in Castilla or in Galicia or in other areas.


By the way, Spain is now divided into seventeen federal states. But we only find the local association in Andalusia. There are also the Muslim immigrants.


Among those Muslim immigrants are the Muslim Moroccans and their number is very high. Among them are the Middle Easterners, whose majority is from Palestine and Syria who came to Spain as students and stayed there, and they were the first immigrants in the sixties. When the Spanish law allowed the freedom of religions, they were the first to found Islamic associations. At first, these associations were student associations in universities, and then when these students graduated and started working and when many of them got the Spanish nationality, and when some of them got married in Spain and settled there, they founded Spanish associations which started to form Islamic centers. The most important of these Islamic centers are: two Islamic centers, one in Madrid, one in Barcelona, and the other is in Granada. There are more centers.

Moroccans, on the other hand, formed unions in the cities where they live. These unions are composed of a social center and an Islamic center and started to spread during the last years. And during this year, the unions started to organize Moroccan people at the level of the Spanish state.

When the Spanish government acknowledged Islam, there emerged a basic problem for Muslims and for the Spanish state, which needs to be solved. The problem is that the Spanish state becomes unable to give Muslims their rights and to talk to them in the existence of ten different associations, which calls for a unity of the Moroccans and their creation of a Union of all Islamic associations.
Indeed, there exists –as I said- three Islamic associations that groups all Muslims of Spain. It is the Islamic Association in Andalusia, which has most of the Andalusian Muslims, the Arab Middle Eastern associations, and Moroccans’ associations.

Unifying these associations and coordinating their efforts will be fruitful –with Allah’s will- so that Muslims in Spain get their rights. These rights are: receiving the same support that the Church or the Jews receive in order for Muslims to found their Islamic centers and mosques, and to educate their children.
And we worked with some brothers on helping our Muslim brothers through teaching Islam and Islamic religion in Islamic centers. This was through sending Imams, and even better through sending Andalusian students who became Muslim to Arab countries so they learn Arabic and Islam in Arab countries.
Up to now, there are Andalusian students who are learning Arabic language and Islam in Algeria, Tunisia, Jordan, and Kuwait. In last year, there were students in Qatar and also in next year –with God’s will- there will be students in Morocco, Turkey, Pakistan, Egypt, and different countries. The hope is that we become able to send hundreds of Spanish Muslim students so they go back to their countries and become the elite that helps build a new and contemporary Andalusian Umah having an impact on the 21st century Spain and to be the human and social bridge between Europe and the Islamic world so that Islam returns again to the Iberian Peninsula. Islam is the religion that calls for fraternity and brotherhood among all nations, and calls for freedom of faith for everybody because when Muslims ruled Andalusia, they did not persecute a Jewish or Christian person but they rather were themselves victims of persecution. All citizens under the Islamic government received all their rights.
But, when Muslims lost their rule and lost their power, they experienced such disasters!

The importance of the Aljamiado culture:
Before ending my lecture, I would like to show the following points that would maybe be enlightening:
As Muslims, we are obliged to protect the Aljamiado culture and take it out of the darkness, given that it is an Islamic orphan culture that was rescued through existing in Spanish libraries. However, it is very unfortunate that it is not given interest in Arab countries, given that it is written in a language that we don’t understand in the Arabic script. It is also in Spanish libraries because even if it is Spanish, it expresses a culture which is not the Jewish or Christian culture on which the European civilization was built. It rather expresses an Islamic civilization.
Many writers were known with writing in this language. Their Arab Islamic names are not known. From those writers who were well-known were those having Spanish names, such as: Al Mancibo De Avila and La Mora De Avila. This lady was a faqiha
 who used to go to Muslims’ houses in order to teach Muslims and their children the secret of Islamic principles. La Mora De Avila means “the Muslim of Avila”. 

For instance, Juan Alonso Aragones has a huge collection of poems with basically an Islamic spirit in which he argues with the Christians who obliged him to convert to Christianity. Juan Alonso Aragones was from the inhabitants of Valencia, and during his last days he was burnt and killed because of his books. This collection of poems was saved. It exists in Spanish libraries and was lately printed. From these writers also, there is Ibrahim De Balfao and Mahoma Ramadan. Mahoma was from Saragoza, from Aragon in the North. There is also Juan Perez whose Islamic name is Ali Perez. Boy Domonson was another writer as well.
This reflects how this generation was full of Muslims and writers. They were anonymous strugglers whom we did not know. They enabled the Muslims in Andalusia to remain Muslims after 54 generations of the fall of their state despite the continuous persecution.
Here again, I would like to read a part of the last poem that the Christianized Muslims, the Moriscos, sent to the Sultan Ba Yazid Al-Othmani in order to ask for help. I read here the verses that clearly describe the treatment that Muslims received when they were obliged to convert to Christianity. This anonymous poet says:

When we became under their protectorate

Their treachery appeared in a state of determination

They betrayed some promises which they had seduced us with

And had unwillingly supported us in violence and domination

And every book we had in our religion

In fire there is power in derision and disdain

And they didn’t leave in it a book for a Muslim

And not even a Qur’an to read in private

And whoever fasted or prayed and was known to do so

They would in anyway throw him in fire 

And whoever of us did not go to church

The priest would strictly punish him

And slap his face and take his money

And put him in jail in a bad state.

	



As you can see, this language in these verses is awkward. This is what remained of Arabic. Then Arabic became extinct because they were not allowed to use it.
At last, I would like to say that the Islamic Umah is one united Umah, i.e. what hurts one part of it affects it all. Giving power to Muslims in some land is a general power from which the whole Umah will benefit. If the disasters of Muslims multiplied and were attacked in various ways by the enemies, it does not mean that there is only one way to go to defend ourselves. There are many ways to struggle and fight back.
In this context, I add a call for help by the minister Lissan Al-din Ibn El-Khatib when the Islamic state still existed in the 14th century. This help is still needed now. If the Andalusian youth today in Spain and Andalusia still makes efforts to return to Islam, to learn Qur’an and Arabic language, and to erase the infamy in which their grandparents lived for many centuries, it is really a shame that the Islamic Umah ignore it and does not help.
Lissan Al-din Ibn El-Khatib said asking for help:

“The religion has asked for help, so help it. Allah’s promise has been confirmed and do not breach it. Help your brother as much as you can. May Allah help you in hardships. Renew the good customs, so that Allah allow for all your good customs to reach you. Catch religion’s breath before it is over, rescue Islam before it succumbs”… 
Thank you for your good attention and peace and the grace of Allah be upon you. I am ready to clarify the points that I raised as much as I can and answer any question you have.




Questions and Answers

The situations of Muslims in Ceuta and Melilla

Q: We would like to have a brief clarification about the two cities of Ceuta and Melilla, the situation of Muslims there, and what the Moroccan government did in order to recuperate them. Thank you very much.

A: Sure. The two cities of Ceuta and Melilla are Moroccan cities under the Spanish colonization. There are also three islands on the Moroccans beaches which are also under the Spanish colonization. These are: Chafarinas Islands and Peñón de Velez La Gomera.

As far as Ceuta is concerned, I would like to say here that the Christian Crusader invasion on Andalusia, on the Iberian Peninsula, and on the Muslims in Andalusia did not end by their reaching to the ocean. As you know, the inter-mingling and inter-marriages among the Andalusian Umah and the Moroccan Umah was a complete inter-mingling. Morocco did not abstain from helping defend the Andalusian Umah whenever it was possible.
For this reason, it was normal that the Crusader invasion on Andalusia did not stop at the ocean, but tried to reach North Africa as well, especially Morocco. In this way, in the 16th century, all the Maghrebi and Moroccan beaches in particular fell under the Spanish and Portuguese colonization. This was in agreement with the Pope at Rome who divided North Africa between Spain and Portugal, and gave the Western part of the city of Melilla to Portugal and its East to Spain. Also, Spain colonized Melilla and Oran, and it sometimes colonized areas even in Tunisia and many cities in Algeria, Jerba, Bizerte, etc.
Thus, our brothers asked for the help in Tunisia and Algeria from the Ottoman state which helped them and expulsed the Spanish colonizer from all Tunisian and Algerian beaches, including Oran. The latter was the last fort of the Spanish before only 30 years of the French colonization. The Moroccans relied on themselves in expulsing all the foreign forces from their beaches. So they expulsed Portuguese from all the Moroccan cities, and only Ceuta and Melilla remained colonized.

Ceuta, on the other hand, was colonized by Portugal in the year 1415 A.D., i.e. before seventy years of the Fall of Granada. Not all the city which is currently under Spanish colonization was colonized, but only a small part of it. They expanded with time, during the battle called Wadi Al-Makhazin in the 16th century in the year 1578, when the king of Portugal attacked Morocco and tried to gain power over it. But he was finally defeated. This battle was a decisive battle where the Moroccans Muslims won over the Portuguese. This situation led to the fall of the Portuguese state which became part of Spain. Thus, Ceuta’s colonization moved from Portugal to Spain at the end of the 16th century. 
However, Morocco for all these years did not at all acknowledge this colonization, neither for the case of Ceuta nor for the case of Melilla. In the law, Morocco says that Ceuta, Melilla, and the islands are Moroccan cities. In fact, when the Spanish colonized these two cities, these cities underwent exactly what happened to the Andalusian cities. Their people were Christianized, expulsed, and brought immigrants from other cities. When Spain colonized Morocco at the beginning of this century, it occupied the North of Morocco and the Spanish occupation in the North of Morocco was formed. Thus, the borders between Ceuta and the area of Morocco almost were absent. In this way, many Moroccans entered Ceuta and Melilla and the two cities started having a Moroccan population.
When Morocco got independent, Spain refused to give what was called as “the Khalifi area” at that time, i.e. the Northern area: Ceuta and Melilla. And so Spain kept them. Now, I think that the issue of the return of Ceuta and Melilla to Morocco is only an issue of time. This is because it is illogical that Spain claims Gibraltar and says that it is Spanish while at the same time keep colonizing in the other shore a Moroccan city. But the Moroccan government and King Hassan II are working on solving this problem in a tactful way and without that this issue causes bigger problems with the Spanish neighbor, because Spain in anyway is the neighbor.
I believe that –in Allah’s will- the return of Ceuta and Melilla to the nation will be simple after that the problem of the Moroccan Sahara be completely resolved with the neighbors.

The Cooperation between the Islamic Centers in Ceuta and Melilla and the Islamic Centers in Spain


Q: What is the extent of the cooperation between the Islamic Centers in the colonies of Ceuta and Melilla and the Islamic centers that exist in Spain?


A: There are around 500 mosques in Ceuta. There is also an Islamic association and many Islamic associations in the city of Melilla. And these Islamic associations- of course because no matter what passports the people in Ceuta and Melilla have, the majority of them got Spanish passports- In Ceuta, around 6000 people got Spanish passports, and in Melilla as well. But they all consider themselves Moroccan and they are Moroccans. The fact of getting Spanish passports was only for their interest. Even if they all take Spanish passports in the future, they will be able to take control over the municipality, and they will be actually in a strong situation to fight for their rights.

They have good relationships with Moroccan associations, of course as being Moroccans, as well as with the other associations in Spain. For instance, many teachers in the Islamic centers in Andalusia are from Melilla. This is because the Melillans are free to move around in Spain and work. Moving around in the case of a Muslim from Melilla who has a Spanish passport to any city in Spain is easier for example than the moving around of a Moroccan person. If a Moroccan person for instance goes to Spain gets the residency among other things if he gets supported from the Islamic association. Thus, his moving around becomes more difficult.

For this reason, the Islamic existence in Ceuta and Melilla gives support to the Islamic existence in Spain, especially if we saw the image of Muslims in all Spain. The Moroccan existence is strong there: if we say that there are around 120 000 Muslims in Spain, at least 90 000 of these will be Moroccans residing in Spain. These are no only in Ceuta and Melilla, but particularly in the industrial areas like Barcelona, in the North in Bilbao, in Madrid, and also in the Southern Golf in the area of Malaga.

The Remainders of the Islamic Mosques in Andalusia


Q: The reality is that many ancient Muslims’ mosques in Andalusia were turned into museums. Are there any plans in order to restore these mosques?


A: The Islamic mosques in Andalusia were rather turned into Churches, and not museums. The first thing that the Spanish kings used to do when they colonize a city was to transform the Masjid Al-Jamia into a Cathedral. The big mosque in the city of Sevilla today is Jamia Al-Mansour and the Giralda minaret which is its minaret. Only the minaret of this mosque stayed because the mosque was demolished and a church was built instead with its new architecture.

The Big Jamie (mosque) in the city of Cordoba is the cathedral of the city of Cordoba. The big mosque is the city of Granada was demolished and the Great Church of the Cathedral of the city of Granada was built instead. There exists now only in the city of Cordoba 27 mosques which still have some traces that reveal that they were mosques. All these mosques became churches.

But what happened, and this is an official statistics from the church itself, is the reaction when the people get obliged to follow a faith which is not their own and which they do not believe in. We cannot say: this person son of this person, etc. this is difficult because of the separation and persecution. However, there is what is called “the collective memory”. This is a social truth. The collective memory in the south of Spain, Andalusia, is undoubtedly an Islamic collective memory. I compare the Andalusians in South Spain- who are far different from the other people in Spain- with the Black Africans in America.


For instance, there is no doubt that when the blacks in America were enslaved and were brought from Africa, they were Muslims. We cannot say that they were all Muslims. But there is a collective memory in the black American society that their origins were Islamic. The same thing applies to Andalusia.

Because of this collective memory, when Spain went back to democracy and there was no longer an obligation to enter the church or go to it, the Andalusians left the churches. The church has an official census. For instance, it was found out that only 5% of the inhabitants of the state of Vadis go to church, if it was only once in their life time.


There mosques which were turned into Churches started being abandoned. They were not even turned into museums. They were abandoned and closed. However, they belonged to the Catholic Church and not to the municipalities. It is extremely difficult to restore them as mosques because in fact there should be an agreement with the Catholic Church so it gives up its hostility with Islam. This is still not the case in Spain. Returning these to Muslims is similar to acknowledging the fact that the church took these mosques from Muslims. This is very difficult.

For this reason, I prefer that these mosques be forgotten given that the most important thing about these mosques and buildings are the individuals, the human beings. If thousands of Andalusians revert to Islam- and this is possible, is existing, and is happening-and if they were helped through educational scholarships and the Islamic Da’wa in order to revert to Islam, it is possible that ten thousands return. Nothing prevents from building new mosques in any ways as there is complete freedom in building mosques in many cities and that new Islamic centers open there. Being involved in a struggle with the church will not be helpful. 

Here, I mention an incident that happened. In the year 1982, the city of Cordoba consented to give Muslims a mosque that was converted into a church. But what happened is that the Catholic Church had sold that church to the municipality in order to build a school instead. When the municipality saw that the building was ancient, it protected it. And when an Islamic association was formed, the municipality wanted to give that church to Muslims so the latter can revert it to its original state and shape it as a mosque. This church is called: Santa Clara Church “La Iglesia De Santa Clara”. It used to be called during the days of Muslims as: the Mosque of Al-Qadi Abu Othman.

But when the municipality did this, the president of which was Julio Anguita, who was also the president of the Communist party, a continuous battle rose after which the Muslims were given some strict conditions. For instance, the mosque would be given to 50 years only, etc. This reached an extent to which Muslims saw that it was not going to be in their benefit to take the church. So they refused to take it as they realized that they were going to be involved in long labyrinth.

Also I mention another incident in this context. In the early 70s, General Franco contacted King Fayssal –May Allah blesses him- who was the king of Saudi Arabia concerning the possibility of reverting the great mosque in Cordoba to its first Islamic origin. I was asked in the year 1970 to go to Spain and follow this issue. I discovered a very interesting thing:


First, I discovered that the mosque was no under the proprietorship of the Spanish government or of General Franco neither which means that Franco was not able to revert it into a mosque. The mosque was rather under the proprietorship of the Pope and the Catholic Church in the Vatican. But the request to revert it to its first origin was by the Municipal Board in Cordoba at that time. Imagine a Municipal Board made up of elected people from all the bodies in a city that appears to be Christian and which asks to convert the Cathedral into a mosque. This means that they are not Christians. This revealed to me from that time on that the people of Andalusia in the South have a great sympathy with Islam.


I followed up the history of the great mosque in Cordoba and I discovered that despite the fact that the people of Cordoba were apparently Christians in the 17th and 18th centuries, they were the people who rescued the mosque of Cordoba from distortion and loss. This mosque was going to undergo what happened to the mosque of Sevilla as it was going to be destroyed and a Coptic church following the European model was going to be built instead of it. So delegations from the people in Cordoba- who appeared to be Christians- went to the King of Spain and they asked him to protect this Cultural historical building, etc. It was in this way that the mosque of Cordoba was rescued up to nowadays.
Andalusians dispersed


Q: Was there any relationship between the fall of the Ottoman Empire in Africa and the fall of Andalusia?


A: I would like to say that I talked and I wanted to sum up a little bit in order to keep some time for the questions. Here, you gave me the chance to delve into an issue concerning the Andalusian Umah who were obliged to leave their country and they immigrated to North Africa, to the Middle East, to the Ottoman state, and some of them immigrated to France and formed some groups in the areas of Rocione and Lanecdoque in South East France. These people did not forget what the church and Christian kings did to them in Spain. So they were always the first to make Jihad against (to battle against) the Spanish and European Crusade in general. Many Andalusians settled in Morocco.

For instance, the city of Tetouan was founded immediately after the fall of Granada by one of the soldiers at the Granadian army who was called Sheikh El Mendri who came first and asked for the permission of the Moroccan king at that time to settle in the area of Tetouan which was empty at that time. He first built the city with some knights, around 300 or 400 knights and with some families who came from Granada. Tetouan then became the center of emigration from the people of Granada, not only after the fall of Granada but also during the Alpujarras Revolution.

I would like to mention some families of Tetouan and when they immigrated to Tetouan. For instance, the family “Bayt Terriss” immigrated to Tetouan after the Alpujarras revolution in the year 1568. “Bayt Daoud” family also. There are also in Tetouan some families who came after that, such as: “Bayt Al-Rakina” family. Al-Rakina is a city in the East of Valencia. They came after the last expulsion in the year 1614.


Also, after the last expulsion, Ahl Honachos immigrated as well. 

The city of Rabat, the capital of Morocco, was at the beginning of the 17th century, almost empty from inhabitants. It had no more than 200 families. Morocco allowed Andalusian immigrants to live there after the 17th century. Thus, Spanish groups from Spain came to Rabat at that time, settled there, built it, and founded a strong city. Then, they formed a naval power that followed up the Spanish and Portuguese navies in the Atlantic Ocean and other areas.


All the names of the authentic Rabati Families are Spanish Andlausians up to nowadays, such as: the house of “Barkash”, “Boubaris”, “Keleto”, “Marsil”, “Melin”, etc. We know many friends with these family names.

Also, many Andalusians joined the Moroccan army. The president of the Moroccan army as well as most of the soldiers in the Moroccan army who conquered the city of Tombouctou was Andalusians. The name of the president was Jouder, and he is from the city of Almeria in the East of Andalusia. Up to nowadays, there is an area called Boucle De Nijer, i.e. the circle of Niger, between the city of Kao and Tombouctou. It has a tribe from the Andalusian descent which is still proud of Andalusia in Africa. It is called the Arma tribe. For sure, those who immigrate were only men. So when they arrived there, they got married. They all look like Africans but they are up to nowadays of Andalusian descent.


Many Andalusians immigrated to the Ottoman state. Many groups settled in Istanbul and in the lands which nowadays form Yugoslavia. There are well-known documents between the king of France and the Sultan of the Ottoman state in which the Sultan asks France to help him bring the Moriscos immigrants who cross his borders to the Ottoman borders.

The kingdom of Danvodio in the South, on the other hand, does not actually have any relationship with Andalusia as I can see even if the relations between Tombouctou and Andalusia- were even before the fall of Granada- strong and old. And as I said many Andalusians, even after Tombouctou joined Morocco immigrated to Tombouctou and settled there.


I also would like to say that we now see in the country of Sham (Syria) a lot of Andalusian names. I will mention some and you will maybe pay attention to others. There is for instance the house of Elche in Sham. Elche is a city in Andalusia. Also, there is the house of Malqi which is attributed to Malaga. The house of Blanco as well, which means white in Spanish.

Of course, many families –especially in Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria- have a strong memory to this Andalusian heritage. There are other families which forgot their history. 


For instance, in Tunisia in the 17th century, when these thousands of Andalusian immigrants came, the Dai of Tunisia was glad to receive them and he offered them the Medjerda river to live in. They built more than 20 villages along that river. The same thing was in the tribal nation like the tribal cities of Soliman and Carmabelia which were Andalusian.

There were Andalusian cities in the Medjerda River  like Meyzlbab, Tastur, La Qalaa of Al-Andalous, etc.

The Catalan language and the Spanish language were spoken in Tunisia up to the 19th century. Until the coming of the French colonization, the Andalusian community has a special personality. “Sheikh Al-Andalous” was also a distinguished personality in the state.

Even from the families of the capital Tunis, there are big families from Andalusian origins, such as: Ibn Achour family, the Loukhouwa family, etc. Even the name is Spanish Andalusian.


The Andalusian existence- especially in North Africa- up to nowadays is a strong and living existence. It is a human existence. Of course they are Moroccans, Tunisians, and Algerians, having the feeling of love to Andalusia and to its history. It is as if we consider ourselves as the heirs of Andalusia, which still exists up to nowadays.
� Following the Muslim calendar. Hijri refers to the year of the prophet Mohammad migration from Mecca to Al Madina.


� The night of Prophet Mohammad’s ascension to the seven heavens.


� The direction to which Muslims turn in prayer, i.e. toward the Kaaba, the sacred cuboidal building in Mecca.


� Umah means nation.


� Al Fatiha is the first chapter of the holy Qur’an.


� “Sheikh” is an honorific term in Arabic that literally means the “elder” but which is used to refer to an Islamic scholar.


� “Darqawiya” is a Sufi order in Morocco consisting of the followers of Sheikh Mohammad Al Arabi Al Derqawi.


� “Tariqa” means path and it is a school of Sufism having a person that leads the spiritual order.


� “Salafi” is an adjective in Arabic coming from “Salaf” which means the ancestors. “Salafia” is a Sunni Islamic movement that considers the pious “Salaf” as religious exemplars.


� An Expert in Islamic law.





